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PREFACE. 



These Sketches were originally printed in the 
Magazine of the Church of England Sunday 
School Institute, but have now been published 
separately at the request of friends. That they 
may be the means, under God, of doing some 
little good, is the earnest desire of the Author in 
thus sending them forth a second time. 
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"THE SON OF MAN." 

Learn, Mark x. 3^34. Passages to be referred 
to for reading, — Dan. vii. 13, 14; Luke ix. 
18-27, 43-56, xxiii. 34-49; Phil. iL 1-8: Heb. 
iLlO-18,v. 1-10. 

How comforting it is to think of Jesus as " the 
Son of man !'* It makes us realise the sympathy 
of a common nature, Heb. ii. 14-18. We shall 
often find the term used in the Old Testament, 
Num. xxiii. 19 ; Job xxv. 6 ; Ps. viii. 4, <fee., 
but only once of our Lord, Dan., vii. 13. He 
first applies the title to Himself, Matt. viii. 20, 
and doubtless because of what the prophet had 
said, Matt. xxvi. 24. 

Now, to enter into this precious name, we 
must go to St Luke's Gospel. Each Evangelist 
gives a distinct view of Jesus. Matthew shows 
"theFulfiller of Scripture;" Mark "the Min- 
istering Servant;" John "the Son of God;" 
and Luke " the Son of man." Consider — 

1. His Genealogpy Luke iii. It is not traced 
to Abraham and David, the two to whom the 
promises were given first and last, a& in Matt. 

A 



2 THE CIBCUMaSION. 

i. 1, but to Adam, Luke iiL 38, the first man, 
1 Cor. xvi 45. 

2. His Birth avd Childhood, Luke i., ii. Here 
alone do we find all the minute details — the 
miraculous conception, the manger, the cir- 
cumcision, presentation in the temple, growth 
in wisdom, &c. 

3. His Temptation, Luke iv. Not in the order 
given by St Matthew, but according to that 
which is common to mafi, Heb. iv. 16-*-" The 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride 
oflife,"lJohnii. 16. 

4r. His Prayers^ Luke iii 21, v. 16, vL 12, 13, 
ix. 18, 29, xi. 1, xxii. 32. These cases are 
peculiar to St Luke's Gospel They show Him 
to be the Son of man, in exercising the grace of 
true dependence. 

5. His Social Intercourse, Luke vii. 36, xL 37, 
xiv. 1, xix. 7. How truly does He appear as the 
Son of man in this respect, sanctifying the social 
engagements of men by His Presence and His 
Word. 

0. His Sufferings and His Death, Luke xxii., 
xxiii. Here only do we read of ''the angel 
strengthening Him," — xxii. 43; of " the bloody 
sweat,'' xxii. 44. ''Judas, betrayest thou the 
Son of man ^" xxii. 48. The Centurion confesses 
Him to be a rigkteoTis man, xxiiL 47. And €u 
man in dying He commends His Spirit to the 
Father, xxiii 46. 

Here, then, we see how God has given His 
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only-begotten Son to take our nature upon Him, 
and has made Him obedient to the law for man. 
Gal. iv. 4. Here we see that Jesus is indeed the 
Son of man. 

But what lessons shall we gather up from 
this ? Let us learn, first of all, the sympathy 
of Jestis. The High Priest was taken from 
among men for a special purpose, Heb. v. 2. 
What a precious High Priest we have in Jesus, 
Heb. iv. 15. I am sure we may come to God 
by Him boldly, and know that all is well, Heb. 
iv. 16 ; PhiL iv. 6, 7, 19. Let us learn also to 
follow the example of Jems. We see how He 
lived as the Son of man, 1 Pet ii. 21. It is 
thus, by treading in His steps, that we may 
'' be followers of God, as dear children," £ph. 
V. 1, 2. 



''THE BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR** 

Learn, Rev. xxii. 14-17. Passages to be referred 
to for reading, — Num. xxiv. 15-19 ; Matt. iL 
1-12; Luke i. 68-79 ; 2 Pet L 16-21. 

To-DAY we shall think of our Lord as "the 
Bright and Morning Star." It seems the title 
most suited for the Epiphany (explain). " By 
the leading of a star " God did manifest ELim to 
the Gentiles, Matt. ii. 9, 10. 

But let us make no confusion here. Jesus is 
Himself our star, Rev. xxiL 16. You know that 
stars are employed to describe heavenly beings. 
Job xxxviii. 7; ministers. Rev. L 20; princes, 
Dan. viii. 10; and so Jesus is prophesied to be 
the "star out of Jacob,'' Num. xxiv. 17; but 
this had nothing to do with the star which 
guided the wise men — that did not rise out 
of Israel, Matt. ii. 2. Jesus says, ^' I am the 
Bright and Morning Star." We shall find this 
to be true. 

First, In the history of the world. What is the 
morning star? It is not the sun, Mai. iv. 2. 
It is that which shines in the darkest time, just 
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before daybreak, and tells us that the day is 
coming. How was it when Christ came ? John 
i. 5. The Jews who had the Scriptures knew 
Him not, John i. 11. But how shall it be when 
Christ comes again in the day, as the Sun of 
Righteousness? Isa. xL 9; Hab. iL 14. At 
present, then, we have " the Morning Star," all 
the light that we need to guide us onward, 
John xii. 35, 36; Prov. iv. 18; 1 Cor. L 30. 
It makes us quite sure that the fuller light of 
day is coming, 2 Pet. i. 19; Cant. ii. 17; 1 
John v. 10; but then we shall have the sun in all 
the glory of meridian splendour, Isa. Ix. 19; 
Key. xxi. 23, 24; Matt. xiiL 43. 

Secondly, In the history of our ovm hearts. 
Is not Jesus the Morning Star ? It is He who 
promises to give the earliest light, Prov. viii. 17; 
Eccles. xiL 1 ; Mark x. 14. It is He who shows 
us how great is the darkness on every hand, 
John viii. 12 ; Ps. xviii. 28 ; Isa. i. 10 ; Eph. 
v. 14. It is He who makes us sure that the sun 
will rise, Eph. L 13, 14 ; Gal. v. 6. It is He who 
makes us long for the perfect day, Rom. viii. 23, 
xiii. 11. 

I think, therefore, that from Jesus calling 
Himself "the Bright and Morning Star," He 
wishes us to learn how ready He is to enlighten, 
Isa. xlii. 6, 7. We may see it in His own words, 
John iii. 19 ; His commission to His apostle, 
Acts xxvi. 18 ; the blessed condition of His own 
people now, 1 Pet iL 9 ; and the promise He 
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gives to them. Rev. iL 28. We have only to 
pray, "Lord, that I may receive my sight," 
Luke xviii. 41 ; and what will be the result? 
John ix. 25 ; Ps. rcxvL 9. Yet still our pre- 
sent light is but a glimmer of what is coming, 
1 Cor. xiiL 12 ; Rev. xxii. 5 ; and our prayer 
should ever be, " that we who know Thee now by 
faith, may after this lifeimve the fruition of Thy 
glorious Godhead.*' 



"HOLY CHILD JESUS." 

Learn, Acts iv. 27-30. Passages to be referred 
to for reading, — Isa. liii. 1-3 ; Luke ii. 40-52 ; 
Prov. xxiii. 24-26 ;' Eph. yL 1-3 ; Col. iii. 20. 

" KohY child Jesus " might perhaps be more pro- 
perly rendered "Holy servant Jesus;" but we 
take the title as we find it in our Bibles, to lead 
you at this season of the Epiphany to the earliest 
manifestations of His life on earth. One glimpse 
is all that we are given of His childhood, but that 
is sufi&cient to show us that He was the Holy 
Child Jesus. 

One or two passages we may refer to as speak- 
ing of Him before His birth, which bear upon 
our subject, Prov. viii. 30, 31, cf. John L 1-3. 
He was the delight of the Father, Isa. liii. 2. 
His growth was to be like that of a tender plant 
before God, Luke L 35. The angel speaks of 
Him as " that Holy thing which shall be bom; " 
these give, as it were, an anticipation of His 
childhood, but Luke ii 40-52 is the only passage 
which gives any of the circumstances of His early 
life. We see there, — 
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I. nU obedience to God's law, ver. 42. It re- 
quired all males to attend the three great feasts 
at Jerusalem, Deut. xvi. 16. As a babe. He had 
been circumcised and presented, ver. 21, 23. 
Now at twelve years He attends the Passover. 
Isa. xliL 21 ; Matt. v. 17; and this was not a 
paiu to Him, but a pleasure, Ps. xL 8 ; John iv. 

34. So should it be with us, Ps. cxix. 35, if we 
are sons, Gal. iv. 6. It is a test of love, 1 John 
V. 3 ; of saintship, Rev. xiL 17. 

II. Hi8 love to God's House, ver. 46. Missed 
in the returning caravan, His anxious parents 
find Him in the temple, Ps. cxxii. 1. " Hear- 
ing and asking,'' 2 Tim. ii. 15. And what did 
this practice of early piety lead to ? Luke iv. 16 ; 
" custom," John xviii. 20 ; thus will it be always, 
Prov. xxii. 6. Those who love God will love His 
house, Ps. xxvii. 4, Ixxxiv. 10. We know how 
it was in the case of King Josiah, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 
3, 8. 

III. His growth in God's grace, ver. 40, 52. 
It is blessed to notice His increase of wisdom, 
as His mind unfolded, Prov. iv. 1-13 ; but how 
much more His advance in grace, Heb. xiii. 9 ; 
James iv. 6. Grace, you know, is the favour of 
God, vouchsafed to His people, Ps. Ixxxiv. 11 ; 
1 Pet. v. 10. How His grace was upon Jesus, 
Ps. xiv. 2 ; John i. 14 ; Matt, iii 17 ; Luke ix. 

35. All God*s children should grow in grace, 
John L 16; 2 Pet. iii. 18; Acts iv. 33. 

These are the points which marked what we 



FIBST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 9 

know of the childhood of Jesus, and stamped 
Him as the "Holy Child ; " He perceived and 
knew what things He ought to do, Col. i. 9, 10. 
" Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business 1 '' He had grace and power faithfully 
to fulfil the same, John xvii. 5. To be like 
Jesus in this respect is our prayer to-day, Phil, 
ii. 5. " I have given you an example." 



"WONDERFUL.'' 

Learn, Isa. ix. 6, 7. Passages to be referred to 
for reading, — Judg. xiiL 18 ; Isa. ix. 1-7; Luke 
iv. 14-32; 1 Tim. iiL 16 ; Rev. i. 10-18. 

Mant people have been thought wonderful in 
the world for one thing or another, but Jesus 
only is ** wonderful " in everything. He gave 
this as His name before His incarnation, Judg. 
xiii. 18 (margin). God said it was to be the 
£brst name borne by His Son, Isa. ix. 6. 

Mysteries, you know, are wonderful things, 
that man cannot comprehend of himself. Matt, 
xiii. 1 1. Jesus Christ is " the Mystery of Grod- 
linesB," 1 Tim. iii. 16. The greater part of men 
cannot comprehend Him, John L 5. Only those 
know Him to whom He is revealed by the Holy 
Ghost, 1 Cor. ii. 7-14. But let us consider : — 

1. Was he not wonderful in His birth ? The 
time had been foretold, Dan. ix. 25. The 
place had been specified, Mic. v. 2. His name 
had been given, Isa. viL 14. And in the fulness 
of time He was sent forth by God, made of a 
woman. Gal. iv. 4. He was bom of a pure 
virgin, according to the Angel's word, Luke L 
35, ii. 18. 
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2. Was he not wonderful in His ministry ? 
He was owned and honoured by a voice from 
heaven, Matt. iii. 17; Lifke ix. 35; John xiL 
28. His works convinced the reason of the 
educated, John iL 23, iii. 2 ; and called fort];L the 
wonder of the poor, Matt. ix. 8, 33. His words 
were the marvel of all, Luke iv. 22 ; John viL 46. 

3. Was He not wonderful in His death ? Why 
did He die who was holy ? 1 Pet. ii. 22. " The 
wages of sin is death," Bom. vi. 23, and, " yet it 
pleased the Lord to bruise Him," &c. Moreover, 
in dying He promises Hfe, Luke xxiii. 43. He 
is acknowledged to be righteous, Luke xxiii. 47, 
and to be the Son of God, Mark xv. 39. 

4. Was He not wonderful in His resurrection ? 
Others had been raised, but not as Jesus. He 
said that He would rise beforehand, John ii. 
18-22; Mark viii. 31. Every precaution was 
taken to prevent His rising. Matt! xxvii. 66. 

5. Was He not wonderful in His ascension ? 
Others had ascended, but not as Jesus, 2 Kings 
ii. 11 ; Gen. v. 24. Compare what Christ says, 
John iiL 13. He ascended by His own right 
and merit, Ps. xxiv. 3, 4. He ascended from 
the grave and death, Eph. iv. 8-10. He ascended 
as our great High Priest, Heb. iv. 14. 

Christian reader, this is all marvellous, but owe 
point more I would leave with you. You know 
what you are, how wayward, how adverse to God, 
how cold in service, how very full of sin. Is 
not Jesus, then, " wonderful " to love you as He 
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does? Jer. xxxL 3 ; to call you as He does ? Matt, 
xi. 28 ; to plead with you as He does ? John v. 
40 ; to be patient with you as He is ? Rev. iii. 
20 ; to pray for you as He does ? Heb. vii. 26. 
Thus does He manifest the glory of His grace, 
Eph. iL 7. 



" THE CONSOLATION OF ISRAEL." 

Learn, Lnke ii. 25-30. Passages to be referred 
to for reading, — Isa. xl. 1-10 j Luke ii. 25-38 ; 
2 Cor. L 3-7 ; Rev. viL 9-17. 

This must be a title of our Lord, for Simeon, 
who waited for '' the consolation of Israel," was 
satisfied in receiving Christ, Luke ii 28-30. It 
does not mean that Christ is to give consolation, 
though that is true, Isa. Ixi. 1-3, but that He 
himself is the consolation, and that of Israel, or 
His covenant people, Ps. i. 5. 

Now, we know that our Lord promised the 
Holy Ghost as a Comforter, John xiv. 16, 26, 
XV. 26. And this will explain the title before 
us. A comforter's work is to give consolation, 
and so the Holy Spirit applies the things of 
Jesus, John xvi. 14, 15. He did so to Stephen, 
Acts vii. 55. He did so to the eunuch. Acts viii. 
39. And thus He may do with you and me, 
Rom. XV. 13. Prophecy tells us how one day 
He will be thus indeed the Comforter, and Jesus 
the Consolation of Israel, Zech. xii. 10. 

To understand this, let us notice :— 
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1. What is consolation ^ It is the comfort 
"whereby we are held up against spiritual evil 
It is faith, Luke i. 47. This was Paul's comfort, 
2 Tim. i. 12. It is hope, Eom. xv. 13. This 
was Abraham's comfort, Rom. iv. 18. It is love, 
Phil. i. 9. This was Peter's comfort, John xxi. 
17. It is joy and peace in believing, and this is 
the comfort of all the faithful, Eom. v. 1, 11. 
It is in fact the fruit of the Spirit, Gal. v. 22, 
23, Rom. 3-6. 

2. Is the Lord Jesm Christ all this to the sotU ? 
Yes, indeed He is, Ps. iv. 6, 7; Phil. iv. 19. He 
brings all that is precious to the souls of His 
people. Every spiritual blessing is wrapt up in 
Him, Eph. i. 3. Is sin a burden ? Bom. vii. 24, 
25. Is pardon needed? Bom. viiL 1. Is rights 
eousness required ? Jer. xxiiL 6. Axe we long- 
ing for acceptance with God ? Eph. i. 6. Is 
Satan tempting ? Luke xxii. 32. Chrbt meets 
every want. He is our peace, Eph. ii. 14. Our 
hope. Col. i. 27, 

But are we to say that this is true for every 
one ? 1 fear there are many who find no conso- 
lation in Christ now, Prov. i. 24, 26 ; Isa. xlviii. 
18; Matt, xxiii. 37 ; John v. 40; who will find 
none in Him hereafter, Bev. vi. 16. But He is 
still the consolation of every one that helievethy 
John V. 24, iii. 16; Isa. Iv. 1, 2, ; Bev. iil 18, 
viL 14-17. 

Why, then, should you and I not go to Him 
boldly, and ask Him " mercifully to look upon 
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our infirmities?" He is qualified to help and 
defend us in everytliing, Matt. viii. 16, 17; Heb. 
iv, 15, V. 1, 2. He is given by God to be our 
comfort, Eph. ii. 14; Acts x. 36. Let us not be 
deluded by the passing comfort which Satan can 
supply, Luke vi. 24, xvi. 25. Jesus only is the 
true Consolation of His people. 



" THE POWER OF GOD." 

Learn, 1 Cor. L 21-24. Passages to be referred 
to, — Ps. cxlviL; Matt. ix. 1-8; Lukeix. 37-43; 
John xvii. 2. 

To know God's power, without knowing Himself, 
will only produce fear. A giant in your streets 
would terrify you, for you would not know what 
use he might make of his power ; but, if some 
one were to assure you that, though powerful, 
he was kind and good, you would cease to be 
alarmed. So with God : we know of His power 
from what we see about us, Eom. L 20 ; but this 
only produces fear, Ps. Ixvi. 3. In the Bible, 
He tells U8 how He will use His power. Bom. 
i. 16 ; and thus He is pledged. Matt. xxvL 53, 
54. In Jesus, He shows us how He will use 
His power, John v. 19. Jesus is "the Power 
of God." Consider — 

1. His Power over Creation, Everything was 
made by the Lord Jesus, John i. 3 ; Eph. iii. 9. 
See Nicene Creed. Everything is upheld by 
Him, CoL i. 17. He changes water into wine, 
John ii. 9. He stills the tempest, Mark iv. 39. 
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He walks on the waves, Matt. xiv. 25. He 
withers the fig-tree, Mark xi. 20-22. 

2. His Power over aUfle^, This He confesses 
to have received from the Father, John xvii. 2. 
We see it in His dealings with man — the blind, 
Luke xviii. 42 ; the paralytic, Mark ii. 12 ; the 
leper, Matt. viii. 3 ; the withered, Matt iii. 5 ; 
the wounded, Luke xxii. 61. We. see it with 
animals — the fish. Matt. xvii. 27; the ass, 
Mark xi. 2 ; the cock, Mark xiv. 30 ; cf. John 
vL9. 

3. His Power to forgive sins. He always 
taught men that they were sinners. Matt. ix. 13 ; 
but, at the same time, showed His power and 
willingness to forgive the sinner 1 — ^thus, to the 
paralytic. Matt. ix. 6 ; the poor adulteress, John 
viiL 11; the woman who was a sinner^ Luke 
vii. 48. 

4. His Power to give life. We see this in the 
three stages of death — the death-bed, Mark v. 
42 ; the funeral, Luke vii. 16 ; the tomib, John 
xi. 44. We see it in Himself, John x. 18 ; and 
the secret of this marvellous power He explains, 
John V. 26, 

These points show Jesus to be the Power of 
God, Heb. iii. 4; John xvii. 2; Mark ii. 7; 
Rom. iv. 17. But more, they show the Power of 
God pledged to and acting for us — this is what 
we all want. We are " set in the midst of so 
many and great dangers," 1 John ii 16, v. 19 ; 
the frailty of our nature prevents our standing 

B 
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upright, Heb. xii. 1 ; Eom. vii. 23. We want 
" such strength and protection as may support 
us in all dangers, and carry us through all 
temptations " — this is only " through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord," who is " the Power of God." 
Oh, let us appropriate this power in Him, as 
the woman of old did, that He may say, ''I 
perceive that Power (original) is gone out of 
Me," Luke vii 46, and that we may go in 
X^eace. 



" THE WISDOM OF GOD." 

Learn, Prov. viii. 12-17. Passages to be referred 
to — Prov. viiL, ix. 11-2 ; Isa. xiv. 5-25 ; 1 Cor. 
I 4-31 ; Eph. i. 15-23. 

Years ago the question was asked, "Where 
shall wisdom be found?*' Job xxviii. 12. It is 
the question of the natural heart For ages God 
allowed man to try and answer it by himself, — by 
his learning, his philosophy, and his science, — that 
he might find out Jiis real ignorance, Eom. i. 21, 
22; 1 Cor. i. 20, 21. And when man had com- 
pletely failed, then God answered the question 
Himself, by sending His Son, "Jesus Christ, who 
of God is made unto us Wisdom," 1 Cor. i. 30, 
" in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge,'' Col. ii. 3. 

Let us understand this: wisdom and know- 
ledge are two distinct perfections, 1 Cor. xii. 8. 
Knowledge is the apprehending anything ; wis- 
dom is the carrying out of anything. The 
knowledge of God is the understanding all things; 
the wisdom of God is the skilful ordering of all 
things, Eom. xi. 33. And Christ is the tviedom 
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of God^ not only as knowing and making known 
the things of God, but as appointing and order- 
ing them perfectly, CoL i. 16-18. We might 
see this in Creation^ Ps. ciy. 24; Eccles. iii. 11; 
in Providence, CoL i. 17 ; Ps. Ixxv. 3; but we 
shaU consider it only in Redemption, Eph. iii. 
10. 

I. In reconciling justice and mercy. Justice 
says, The sinner must die, Ezek. zviiL 4. Mercy 
says, Spare him for Thine own sake, Hab. iii 2 ; 
Ps. IxL 7. God says, " I will give my Son," 2 
Cor. V. 19 ; Ps. bmv. 10. 

II. In uniting the human and divine natures. 
The Word is made flesh, John L 14. One equal 
with God, in the form of a servant, Phil. iL 7 ; 
see Col. ii. 9 ; 1 Tim. iiL 16. And for what 
purpose ? 1 Tim. iL 5. 

III. In ahoufing hatred to sin, and yet love to the 
sinner. How great God's detestation of sin, in 
not sparing His own Son ! Isa. liiL 10. How 
great His love, in giving Him for the sinner! 
John iii. 16. 

lY. In honouring and vindicating God^s law. 
Obedience was our debt to the law, as creatures, 
Gen. iL 16, 17. Death was due to us from the 
law, as sinners, Bom. vL 23. It became the 
holiness of the Mediator to fulfll all the right- 
eousness of the law, Bom. iii. 25, v. 19, vilL 
3,4. 

These are things which are only seen in Christ. 
He is " The Wisdom of Grod." Oh, let us pray 
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that we may thus know Him ! Col. i. 9 ; James 
i 5. We can be eager enough about human 
wisdom, Matt. xii. 42. Let us never rest till 
we have that which is divine, Dan. iL 23. 



'THE SON OF GOD/' 

Learn, Matt. xvL 15-17. Passages to be referred 
to— Matt. xiv. 22-33 ; John i 29-49 ; 1 John 

v.; Rey. ii. 18-29. 

% 

Of all the titles of our Blessed Lord, there is 
none more wonderful than " The Son of God." 
It is the expression drawn from human relations 
to represent to us the mode of existence of the 
Second Person in the Trinity, and His relation 
to the First. Only man can enter into it. 
Angels know nothing of generation. In Scrip- 
ture He is thus distinctly said to be begotten, as 
the son is derived from him who begets him, 
John L 14; Ps. ii. 7 (conf. Acts xiiL 33); Col. 
i. 15. He speaks of Himself, too, as deriving 
His own eternal being from God the Father, 
John vi. 57, v. 26, vii. 29. By the gift, there- 
fore, of eternal generation, Christ is, and is called, 
the true and proper Son of God. 

Now, this is the last title in connexion with 
the Epiphany, and perhaps the most important, 
1 John iii. 8. Our faith (1 John v. 13), our 
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life (1 John v. 12), our testimony (1 John iv. 
14), our victory over the world (1 John v. 6), 
all depend upon it. And we shall see that one 
great end of our Lord's life was to prove that 
He was the Son of God. Consider the circum- 
stances: — 

I. Of His birth. At the Annunciation, what 
was beyond human comprehension was shown 
to be possible with God, Luke i. 34, 35. The 
Child to be bom was to be the Son of God. 

II. Of His baptism. When in the water of 
Jordan, He was expressly declared from heaven 
to be the Beloved Son of God, Matt, iil 17; 
Luke iil 21 ; and this was the ground of His 
temptation. 

III. Of His ministry . What was the acknow- 
ledgment that He drew from His disciples ? 
Matt xvi. 16. What was the confession of 
devils ? Luke iv. 41. What of strangers? John 
m. 1. 

IV. Of His decUh, The prime cause of His 
being put to death was because of His claiming 
this title, John xix. 7; and His death drew forth 
the acknowledgment, Matt, xxsrii. 54. 

V. Of His resurrection, Eising as He did, 
after what He had said of Himself, John ii. 19 ; 
Matt. xii. 40, gave clear proof that He was the 
Son of God, Eom. i, 4, 

Let us conclude with a question which He 
once asked — " Dost thou believe on the Son of 
God?" John ix. 35. The answer will deter- 
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mine onr reception of the gospel (John xz. 31), 
the character of our life (GaL iL 20), and our 
union with God (1 John iv. 16). "I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of G^d" Acts 
viiL37. 



"THE SUEETY." 

Learn, Heb. vii 19-22. Passages to be referred 
to, — Lev. i. ; Isa. liii. ; Rom. v. 12-21 ; 2 Cor. 
V. 21 ; Heb. viiL 

Let us thoroughly understand what we mean by 
a surety. He is a person who undertakes to 
pay the debt for one of the contracting p&rfies 
in a covenant, if that party should prove faith- 
less or insolvent. Thus, Paul became surety 
to Philemon for Onesimus, Phil. 18, 19. So 
Judah became surety to his father for his brother 
Benjamin, Gen. zliii. 37 ; and so Christ became 
surety to God for us. 

But what was the covenant ? Originally, a 
covenant of works. Do, and live — sin, and die. 
Gen. ii. 17, iii. 17; Isa. L 19, 20. This covenant 
was broken by Adam and Eve sinning against 
God in eating the forbidden fruit : and as it had 
been made with Adam, a* the representative of 
all mankind, every one of us sinned in him, and 
fell with him in the first transgression. Bom. v. 
12-20. " In Adam aU die," 1 Cor. xv. 22. 

If, then, you and I are to have life and happi- 
ness, something must be done for us — ^and so 
God| in His love, enters into a better covenant : 
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He reveals to us the covenant of grace, Heb. viiL 
6. What is this? It is the fruit of God's 
sovereign love, John iiL 16 j Col. i. 19, whereby 
He secures every spiritual blessing to all who 
believe in Christ, Eph. i. 3-6. It is a better 
covenant, because Jesus is our Surety, 

Consider— (1.) The original covenant had said 
'^ Siuy arid die^^ Ezek. xviiL 4 ; and thus, as we 
have all sinned, and so broken our part in the 
covenant (Ps. xiv. 2, 3 ; Rom. iii. 19-23), death 
is our portion, Eom. v. 12. But here our Surety 
comes in. He bears our sin, Isa. liiL 6 ; He 
suffers death upon the cross for us, 1 Pet. ii. 24; 
He redeems us from the curse of the law, Gal. 
iii. 13 ; and thus we are delivered from death, 
which was due to our sin, Heb. ii. 14, 15. 
(2.) Again, the original covenant had said, "i>o, 
and livej^ Eom. x. 3 ; and thus, as we have all 
failed in our obedience, none of us can hope for 
life by the law. Gal. iii. 21, 22 ; Eph. iv. 18. But 
here our Surety comes in : what we could not 
do, Christ has done for us ; He hath fulfilled the 
law. He hath been obedient in everything, John 
XV. 10; Phil. ii. 5-8 ; Heb. v. 8 ; and thus we 
are made righteous, Rom. v. 19. 

Bo you believe this ? Gal. ii. 20 ; if so, thank 
God for Jesus as your Surety, 2 Cor. v. 21 ; and 
remember that, as " we are justly punished for 
offences," so we " may be mercifully delivered " 
by the goodness of God, through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour, Rom. vi. 23. 



"THE REFUGE.'* 

Learn, Ps. cxliL 4-7. Passages to be referred 
to, — Num. XXXV. 9-29; Isa. xxviii. 14-17; 
Ps. xci. ; Heb. vi. 13-20. 

We are familiar with the term " refuge " in the 
present day, in connexion with children — the 
home where little outcast hoys and girls can find 
a shelter^ protection^ and resting-place. This is 
just what Jesus is ; He opens His arms for the 
little ones, Mark x. 13-16 ; Matt, xviii. 2 ; He 
invites all the weary and oppressed to come to 
Him, Matt xi. 28-30 ; He supplies clothing for 
the naked, Rev. iii. 18; food for the hungry, 
John vi. 50, 61 ; drink for the thirsty, John 
iv. 14 ; Isa. Iv. 1. And so we, as Israel of old, can 
sing, "God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble," Ps. xlvi. 1. 

God was very careful long ago to teach His 
people what a refuge they had in Jesus. We 
find it in one of the t3rpes, and we may well take 
the picture for our instruction, Num. xxxv. 9-15. 
The cities of refuge were appointed by God, 
Isa. xxvi. 1. At every cross-road the notice, 
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"Refuge, refuge!" told the manslayer the way 
that he must take for safety, Isa. xzx. 21 ; 
Zech. iz. 12 ; and this was to show how the 
sinner might flee to Jesus for refuge. 
We shall see this by remembering — 

1. That OTice in the city of refuge^ safety was 
sure. He was safe from the avenger, Zech. iiL 2; 
he was safe from the judgment of the law, 
Gal. iii. 3 ; just as in Christ Jesus the safety 
of the believer is made secure, Eom. viiL 
1, 36-39. 

2. That even to reach the svhurhs or borders of 
the city vKts safety, Num. xxxv. 26, 27. A look 
at the serpent healed the wounded Israelite, 
Num. xxi. 8. A touch of Christ's garment 
cured the woman with the issue of blood, Luke 
viiL 44. A word to the dying Saviour saved 
the penitent thief, Luke xxiiL 42. 

3. That this safety came only from the refiige 
being appointed of God, Other cities, of ap- 
parently greater strength, might have been 
nearer for the manslayer to flee to, but in them 
was no sure safety. God's word gives us safety 
in Christ, Isa. xlii. 1-7. All other refuges are a 
deception, Isa. xxviii. 14-17. Christ is the one 
in whom shelter is found, Isa. xxxil 2. With 
Him alone is salvation, Acts iv. 12. The refuge 
has been long ago founded, and built, and 
opened in Him by God, 1 Pet. ii. 6, i. 18-21. 

Here, then, in closing, we would ask, whether 
you know Jesus as this refuge ? He only would 
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flee for safety who knew that he was guilty, 
Acts ii. 37. We shall never seek Jesus as long 
as we " trust in anything that we do," 2 Cor. 
iii. 5 ; John xvi. 9. But, once surrendered to 
Him, we shall find in His refuge strong con- 
solation, Heb. vi. 18 ; being " defended " by the 
Power of God " against all adversity," Eom. viii. 
38, 39, 



" THE SON OF DAVID." 

Learn, Isa. xL 1-3. Passages to be referred to, — 
2 Sam. viiL 12-17; Ps. Ixxxix. 1-37; Matt 
i. 1-18; Bom. i. 4. 

" Son of David " was the title under which the 
Messiah was commonly spoken of and expected 
among the Jews, Matt. xii. 23; and for this 
reason, that the Scripture had said that the Mes- 
siah should be of the line of David, John viL 42. 
The object of Scripture is thus to make us know 
Jesus, John v. 39, 46 ; but this will only be as 
we are taught of God, 1 Cor. ii. 14; for though 
the scribes and Pharisees knew all about the 
Son of David, they would not receive Jesus^ John 
xii. 37-40, Matt ii. 4-6. 

Now, let us see, first of all, what we learn in 
looking back into the Old Testament. Abraham 
was the first man to whom God promised the 
Messiah as a descendant. Gen. xxiL 18, and 
David was the last, Ps. Ixxxix. 3, 4. He was 
to sit upon the throne of His father David, 2 
Sam. viL 12-16 ; and many prophecies tell of the 
certainty of this, Jer. xxiiL 5, xxxiiL 17; Ezek. 
xxxviL 24, 25, and of the glory of His kingdom, 
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Isa. ix. 7. They are called " the sure mercies of 
David," Isa. Iv. 3. 

We shall now look at the New Testament. 
St Matthew shows the Scripture fulfilled in 
Christ, Matt. i. 1, as traced up to David; St 
Luke shows His birth as a son of David, Luke 
iL 4, IL In His ministry He is recognised as 
such, Matt. ix. 27, xv. 22, xv. 30, 3L His 
Elingship also is acknowledged, Matt. xxi. 9. 
See also Acts ii. 29, xiii. 34. 

But what, you will say, do we learn from this ? 
Three things — (1.) The marvellous love of God. 
What was there in David that he should thus be 
honoured ? 1 Cor. i. 26-29. He was not the eldest 
son, nor the finest to look at in the family, 1 Sam. 
XV. 6-12. We have always to remember that 
our connexion with Christ is only from the love 
of God, Eph. i. 4; 1 Pet. i. 2. (2.) The wondrous 
faithfulness of God. How long did God keep 
the descendants of David waiting ? It was not 
any delay on his part, 2 Pet. iii. 9, for in the 
fubiess of time the promised Saviour came. Gal. 
iv. 4; came a son of David, Luke ii. 11 ; though 
the house of David was very low, Luke ii. 7. (3.) 
The ultimate glo7y of God. From what has been 
accomplished concerning Jesus, we may be sure 
of the future fulfilment, Ps. cxv. 12; Isa. xliv.21. 
We daily pray, " Thy kingdom come." It is our 
ground of prayer that the kingdom has been 
promised, Ps. ex. ; Luke i. 32, 33. 

We may gather up all our thoughts, then, into 
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one : — " The promises of God are Yea and Amen 
in Him/' 2 Cor. L 20. What a glorious word 
we haye to lean upon, Fs. cxix. 89, 90 ; Jesus is 
the Son ofDavidf Deut. vii 9. Let us take this 
as a pledge and earnest for ourselves^ 1 Thess. 
V. 24. 
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"JESUS." 

Learn, Phil. ii. 9-11. Passages to be referred to, 
— Josh. i. 1-9 ; Zech. iii. ; Matt. i. 18-25 ; Phil, 
ii. 5-11. 

How precious is the name Jesus! Though 
several titles are given to Him in the Bible, this 
was our Lord's oivn name^ Luke IL 21 ; and as 
we find with many others that the leading fea- 
ture of their lives was wrapt up in their name — 
Abraham, Gen. xvii. 5; Moses, Exod. ii. 10; 
Samuel, 1 Sam. ii. 20, &c., so with our Lord: His 
name was called Jesus, " for He shall save His 
people from their sins," Matt. i. 21. 

This name was given before His bkth, as was 
the case with a few others — Isaac, Gen. xvii, 21; 
Cyrus, Isa. xliv. 28, <kc., and shows the Divine 
working ; but we must specially look at iU mean- 
ing. Jesus is the same as Joshua, a name fami- 
liar to us, Acts vii. 45 ; Heb. iv. 8. Two Joshuas 
were remarkable types of our Lord as Saviours 
in Israel, Josh. i. 1, 2 ; Zech. iii. 9 ; biit our Lord 
was Jesus in a peculiar manner. 

o 
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Think of the power of that name. 

1. In healing. The lame man is made to walk ; 
and how is it accounted for? Acts iv. 10. The 
evil spirit is ejected, but by what authority? 

Acts xvi. 18. - 

2. In 'paying. We know that we have only 
to come to the throne of grace, and make our 
petition known, for an answer ; but we may well 
ask, why? John xvi. 23. 

3. In daily walk. We want some rule to guide 
us in all the intricacies of daily life, some maxim 
to guide us in dealing with the world ; what la 
the best ? Col. iil 17. 

4. In conversation. How shall we speak of 
God to the sinner ? what name will come with 
most power to his heart ? Listen to the word 
that came from heaven. Acts ix. 6. 

5. In looking to the future. There is only one 
name that shall at once call forth the praises of 
the saint, and demand the acknowledgment of 
the sinner, Phil. ii. 10, 11. 

And why all this ? We find it in the peculiar 
meaning of the name — " He shall save.** He has 
the power of salvation in Himself, Isa. xliii. 11; 
and therefore He is God, Ps. iii. 8. ** He shall 
save His people,^* those who are His own, who 
believe in Him and love Him, John xvii. 12, iii. 
36 ; Heb. v. 9. " He shall save His people /rom 
their sins,^* 1 Tim. i. 16. This is His special work. 
Acts iv. 12 ; 1 John iii. 8. No wonder He is 
called, as no one else could be called, Jesus. 
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Children, if every other title of our Lord should 
fade from our recollection, let us never forget this 
name. In life or in death, in time or in eternity, 
let our one song he, ** I love the Name of Jesus/' 
1 Cor. vi. 11. 



"THE ANGEL OF GOD'S PEESENCE." 

Learn, Isa. IxiiL 7-9. Passages to be referred to, — 
Exod. xxiii 20-25; Judg. vL 11, &c.; Ps. 
xxxiv. ; Isa. Ixiii. 7-14. 

There is only one place iu the Bible where we 
find this name, Isa. Ixiii. 9. Some think it refers 
to a created angel, Heb. i. 14. We know that 
the little ones' angels are always in God's pre- 
sence, Matt, xviii. 10 ; but I think it refers to 
that angel of whom God spake to Moses, Exod. 
xxiii. 20, 21 ; and as He is called the Lord (ie. 
Jehovah), Exod. xiii. 21, xiv. 21, 24, we know 
that it was Jesus, the angel of the Covenant, 
Matt. iiL 1. 

Angel, you know, means messenger, or one sent: 
thus Jesus was sent, Gal. iv. 4; Rom. viiL 3; and 
He is the Angel of God's Presence, as the Glory 
of God shines in His face — "the- express image 
of His person," Heb. i. 3. And so God has always 
made man to know His presence in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. How far angels are present with 
us we cannot say ; but Christ is always. Matt, 
xxviii. 20 ; Emmanuel, God with us, Matt. i. 23. 
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We may think of Jesus as the Messenger of Godls 
Presence in three ways, from the Bible. 

1. There was His Angelic Presence. He ap- 
peared as an angel to many of the saints of old : 
Abraham, Gen. xviii. 22 ; Jacob, Hosea xii. 3, 4 ; 
Manoah, Judges xiii. 2 1, 22, &c. How comforting 
was this manifestation, Exod. zxxiii. 15 ; but yet 
there is fear from an angel's appearance. Matt, 
xxviii. 5. 

2. There was His Human Presence. God sent 
forth His Son, made of a woman, John i. 14. 
Thus was He seen and known by His disciples, 
1 John L 1-3. This was far superior to the An- 
gelic Presence, Luke x. 23, 24. How comfort- 
ing to see and know Jesus in the flesh, Matt 
xvi. ] 7 ; but yet, corporeally. He could be only 
in one place, John xx. 13. 

3 There was His Spiritual Presence. It is 
this which we enjoy, John xiv. 18. It is thus 
that we know Jesus as the Angel of God's Pre- 
sence, John xvi. 14. Through the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit He is with all His believing 
people in every place at every time, Eom. viii. 9 ; 
Heb. xiii. 5. Can anything be better than this ? 
Eom. viii. 16, 17. It is an earnest of the full 
enjoyment of Christ's Presence in Heaven, 
1 John iii. 2 ; Ps. xviL 15. 

Try, Christian reader, more and more to realise 
the Presence of Jesus by the Spirit, Ps. cxxxix. 
Thus shall you be kepty 1 Pet. i. 5. '' The Angel 
of His Presence saved them," Exod. xiv. 19. 



"THE ARM OF THE LORD." 

Learn, Isa. li. 9-11. Passages to be referred to, — 
Ps. Ixxxix. 13-37; Isa. xxxiii. 1-6, lix. ; Luke L 
46-55. 

How comforting it is to think of our Saviour as 
the Arm of the Lord. It shows how condescend- 
ing God is, to make us realise the fulness of His 
grace. He presents Himself to us in ways and 
by things with which we are all familiar. Though 
a Spirit, and having no parts or passions, John 
iv. 24; 1 Tim. i. 17, He speaks of His eye, Ps. 
cxxxix. 16; His hand, Num. xi. 23; His ear, 
Isa. lix. 1 ; His face. Matt. xviiL 10 ; and so, in 
the title before us. He speaks of Christ as the 
Arm of the Lord. 

Now, this is something we all can understand. 
A little child knows the use and power of an arm, 
whether its own or another's. Three common 
uses of the arm may serve, therefore, to unfold ' 
the meaning of this name. We may think of 
it— 

1. Emhracing, Cant, il 6, viiL 3, 5. This is 
a sign of the tenderest love, Mark ix. 36, x. 16. 
And thus is the love of God shown " in His kind- 
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nesB toward us through Christ Jesus," Eph. ii. 
7 ; Titus, iii. 4-6. It is all in and by Christ, 
Eph. i. 3 ; Col. il 10 ; the giving of Christ, John 
iii. 16; the sending of Christ, 1 John iv. 9. He 
is the Arm of Grod's love by which He doth em- 
brace His people ; and in tiiat embrace is safety, 
Kom. viii. 38, 39 ; John x. 29. 

2. Supporting, The weak and helpless need 
the support of an arm to sustain and carry them, 
Isa. xL 11. And was there ever a support like 
Jesus ? Matt. xL 28. David found it so, Ps. iii. 
5 ; and also Paul, 2 Tim. i. 12 ; and so may all 
the people of God, Ps. Iv. 22. In leaning upon 
Jesus, we rest on one whose strength is everlast- 
ing, Isa. xxvi. 4. And so the promise to Israel 
was, that '' underneath are the everlasting arms," 
Deut. xxxiiL 27. 

3. Defending, It is with the arm we exert our 
power for defence, &c. And so we read of God, 
Luke i. 51; Ps. xcviii. 1. He used His arm in 
creation, Jer. xxvii. 5. He used it in conversion, 
Isa. liii. 1. And is not this Jesus? Heb. L 2; 
John V. 21. How often does God speak of His 
arm against His enemies and for His people? 
Jer. xxL 5 ; Exod. vi. 6. And is not this '* Christ, 
the power of God ?" 1 Cor. i. 24. It is in this 
last sense we pray, *' Stretch forth the right hand 
of thy Majesty to be our defence against all our 
enemies.'^ Oh ! see that you are one with Christ, 
Cant. viii. 6 ; that He is your " arm every morn- 
ing," Isa. xxxiii. 2. 
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" THE LAMB OF GOD." 

Learn, John L 35-39. Passages to be referred to^ 
— ExocL xiL 1-13, X3dx. 38,44; Isa. liiL 6-8; 
John L 29-36 ; Rev. v. 6-14. 

In thinking of Jesus as the Lamb of God, we 
must be careful to gather up all that the Spirit 
would teach us in connexion with that precious 
name. We might, perhaps, think that it only 
pointed to the Example of our Lord ; His meek- 
ness, 2 Cor. X. 1 ; His patience, Isa. liii. 7 ; His 
submission, 1 Pet. iL 23. But God would have 
us ^ee in it, above all, tJie Sacnflce of His Son. 
To tell us to imitate the spotless Lamb, without 
the power of His blood, is mockery, 1 John i. 7 ; 
Heb. ix. 22. 

Let us trace the history of God's Lamb in 
Scripture. He was ordained for hlood-skedding 
before the world was, 1 Pet. i. 19, 20. After 
the Fall the man of faith sacrifices a lamb, Heb. 
xi. 4 ; Gen. iv. 4. Israel's first-born is saved by 
the blood of the Paschal Lamb, Exod. xii. 13. The 
daily sacrifice appointed by God for Israel's ac- 
ceptance was the Lamb, Exod. xxix. 38. Prophecy 
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told of the Lan^ slaughtered^ Isa. liii. 7. And 
this went on till Jesus came, of whom the Fore- 
runner said, ' " Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh av>ay the sin of the world,^^ John i. 29 ; Eev. 
i. 5. But this is not all. Look at Jesus as He 
now appears in the presence of God for us, Rev. 
T. 6. See the redeemed in glory, Eev. viL 14. 
It is ^ Uood that gives the spirit to the '^ new 
song," Rev. v. 9. 

Observe, further, how God is careful to give us 
minute particulars concerning His Lamb. 

He was to be chosen out of ilie flock^ Exod. xiL 
5 j Heb. ii. 14. 

He was to be vfithoui blemish and tvitliout spot 
— ^fit emblem of Him " who did no sin," Heb. vii. 
26, 27; 1 Pet. ii. 22. This even His enemies 
confessed, Matt, xxvii. 4, 24. 

He was to be roasted with fire, Heb. xii. 29 ; 
Lev. ix. 24. 

His blood must be sprinkled on every house 
for safety, Heb. ix. 20. 

His flesh must be eaten according to the ordin- 
ance of God, John vi. 53-55. 

Bearing this in mind, as God's express teaching, 
two lessons may sum it all up. What do we kill 
the gentle little lamb for ? 

Clothing, It supplies a covering, and so does 
the Lamb of Grod, Rom. viii. 1 ; EpL i. 6 ; see 
Rom. xiii. 14; Gal. iii. 27. 

Food It nourishes and sustains life, so does 
the Lamb of God, John vi. 56, 57. 
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How necessary, then, is it for each of us to see 
that Jesus has clothed us, 2 Cor. v. 3 ; that His 
precious hlood hcUh cleansed, and is cleansing us 
from sins, Rev. i. 6 ; that we are covered with 
*^ the robe of righteousness/' Isa. IxL 10. And 
for our strengthening and nourishment, day by 
day, how important is it not to overlook the 
feeding on the Lamb, 2 Pet. iii. 18 ; John xxiiL 
12 ; Ps. zxxiv. 8. So shall we know the value 
of the Lamb of God. 



liftfe Srailraii in ftnt* 

"THE GEEAT HIGH PRIEST." 

Learn, Heb. ix. 11-14. Passages to be referred to, 
— Exod. xxix. ; Lev. viii. ; Heb. ix. 6-28. 

One of the most precious types (explain) of our 
Lord was the Priesthood. Christ is our oTiZy Priest, 
Heb. iv. 14, viL 23, 24. (Explain the Prayer- 
book use of the term as meaning Presbyter.) The 
entry of Israel's high priest into the Holy of 
Holies, Lev. xvi. 12, 20, 21, was typical of Christ's 
passing into the heavens, Heb. iv. 14 ; in His 
glorious Ascension, Ps. Ixviii. 18. The constant 
work of the priests in their daily application of 
the blood, Heb. ix. 6, was typical of the daily 
cleansing of the sinner in the blood of Christ, 1 
John i. 7; Exod. xxiv. 8. Thus, the whole priesthood 
was typical of our one Great High Priest, in 
whose person was centred every priestly power, 
in whose death was gathered up every sacrificial 
act, Heb. ix. 11-14. 

There are many ways in which we might thus 
consider the High Priest — 

His ** garments, for glory and for beauty," Isa. 
Ux. 17. 
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His special arwvniing^ Acts z. 38. 

His sacrifices^ Heb. viL 26-28. 

In all of which we might learn much concern- 
ing our Lord. But the three appearings marked 
by the apostle at the close of Heb. iz. will give 
us enough study for our present purpose. 

I. Verse 26. On the morning of the Day of 
Atonement the high priest appeared before the 
people; and what did they behold? One taken 
from among themselves, Heb. v. 1. One, there- 
fore, who could sympathise with them in every- 
thing, Heb. V. 2, iL 17, 18 ; but one whom God 
had chosen, Heb. v. 4 ; see Num. xvi. 40 ; 2 
Chron. xxvi. 18 ; and this one to offer sacrifice 
for aU, Isa. liii. 4-8 j 2 Cor. v. 21. 

IL Verse 24. The next act of the high priest 
was to enter the Holy of Holies with the blood of 
the sacrifice, and thus to appear before God for 
the people. Lev. xvL 14, 15. He bore the names 
of the people collectively on his shoulders, and 
individually on his heart, Exod. xxviiL 12-29 ; 
see I John ii. 1, 2 ; Eom. viiL 34. 

III. Verse 28. Once more the high priest 
appeared before the people at the close of his inter- 
cession, and .this time to let them know that the 
sin was put away, and give them the assurance 
of pardon and blessing ; see Luke i. 21 ; Num. 
vi. 23-27. 

These three appearings, children, are pictures 
of the work of Christ. He has appeared to man 
for sacrifice, John i. 14, 29. He is appearing 



FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 45 

before God in intercession, Heb. vii. 25 ; Rev. v. 
6. He shall appear from heaven for the blessing 
of His people, John xiv. 3; 1 Thess. iv. 14-16. 
Eealise this, and you can "well ask God merci- 
fully to look upon His people, for He will look on 
Him who intercedes — on the face of His Anointed. 



StmJrJS mxt Mm (BmUt, 

"THE SERVANT." 

Learn, Isa. xlii. 1-4. Passages to be referred to, 
— Exod. xxi 1-6 ; Ps. xl. 6-17; Isa. xlii 1-4, 
1. 4-11; Col. iii. 22-25. 

To-day we shall think of Jesus as tlie Servant. 
We acknowledge God's love in thus sending Him, 
and ask for grace to follow His example (see 
Collect). But at the outset we should under- 
stand that God's idea of service is very different 
from ours. In heaven it is a privilege, Rev. yyij , 
3. The angels do God's pleasure, Ps. ciii. 21. 
The saints' blessedness hereafter consists partly 
in their service going on, Rev. xiv. 13. But we 
on earth have no exalted idea of service naturally. 
Let us consider our Lord in this character of 
humility, and we shall see the service in which 
God delights, Matt. iii. 17. 

If you study St Mark's Gospel very carefully, 
you will see, at some length, how he puts our 
Lord before us as the Servant, Mark x. 45, hurry- 
ing about from place to place, and entering into 
the wants and troubles of those whom He 
was not ashamed to call His brethren, Heb. it 
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10-18 ; bat a few points will be sufficient to unfold 
the title for our present lesson. Notice — 

1. Hi8 voluntary submtmoti. No sooner is the 
servant wanted than He expresses His willing- 
ness to undertake the work, Ps. xl. 7, 8. He 
took on Him the form of a servant, Phil. ii. 7. 
He gave His ear, like the Hebrew servant, for 
perpetual service, Ps. xl. 6. See Exod. xxL 5, 6 ; 
Isa. 1. 5. This was all a voluntary work on His 
part, and God asks us to behold Him in this 
blessed character of servant, Isa. Ixii. 1. 

2. His entire dependence. Though voluntarily 
undertaking the service. He never did anything 
independently of His Father, John viii. 28. He 
says, " I can of mine own self do nothing," John 
v. 1 9, 30. And we have only to watch the prayer- 
fulness of His life to see how entire was His de- 
pendence on God. Every great step was pre- 
ceded by prayer. His baptism, Luke iii 21. 
Choosing the twelve, Luke vi. 12 ; cf. v. 16, ix. 
18, 29, xxiL 32, 44. 

3. His steadfast devotion. From first to last 
He never flinched from the task which was before 
Him. While others wavered, Luke ix. 57-62, 
while His own disciples fell away, John vi. 66, 
and many were offended at Him, John vi. 61, 
while His immediate followers tried to divert Him, 
Matt. xvi. 22, 23, ''He steadfastly setHis face" to 
go on the servant's work, Luke ix. 51. Like the 
ploughman. He kept His eye fixed on the point 
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beyond, and so His course was straight, Prov. iv. 
25-27. 

Let us, then, take three lessons to ourselves 
from this character of Jesus — 

Decision, '^ I am resolved what to do," Luke 
xvi. 4. 

Prayer. " As for me, I will call upon God," 
Ps. Iv. 16. 

Diligence. ^'I must be about my Fathw*s 
business,'' Luke ii. 39 ; John iv. 34. 



"OUR PASSOVER" 

Learn, 1 Cor. y. 6-8. Passagee to be referred to, — 
Exod. xi, xiL 1-30 ; Deut xvi. 1-12 ; Matt 
xxvi 1-6 ; 1 Cor. v. 6-8. 

The Passover was the first of the three great 
feasts of the Jews (Exod. xxiii. 15-17), and was 
instituted by God himself to commemorate 
Israel's deliverance when the destroying Angel 
passed over their dwellings in Egypt. The 
circumstances are related in Exod. xi., xii., and 
you will observe this peculiarity in the narrative, 
that, though several lambs are spoken of — 
" every man a lamb ; " "a lamb for an house " — 
the Lord says, ^^ The whole assembly of the con- 
gregation shall kill IT in the evening." This 
points to tke one great Lamh whose blood was 
shed for the whole Church, Acts xx. 28, but 
must be appropriated by each Tnember of it, QaL ii. 
20 ; PhiL iii 12. " Christ our Paasover." 

Now, one great object the Lord had in view 
was, to ptU a diference between His own people 
and the world, Exod. xi. 7; see Ps. iv. 5, 
2 Cor. vi. 17, 18 ; and in order that we may see 

D 
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this in connexion with Christ, our Passover, let 
us think of the Israelitish home on that memor- 
able night, Exo(L xii. 29. 

L Fr(mi vrUhout. When all was wrapped in 
darkness, the searching eye of God cUone could see 
any difference in the houses, Prov. xv. 11 ; 
Heb. iv. 13 — could mark any distinction, Jer. 
xviL 10. The world is ignorant of this, 1 John 
iii 1 ; Ezek. xxiL 26. But what did God look 
for on the houses of His people ? " When / see 
the blood I will pass over you," Exod. xiL 13 ; see 
1 Thess. i. 10 ; 1 John i. 7. This made the 
difference which God beheld, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
The family was safe through the blood, Ps. 
xxxiL 1 ; Bom. viiL 1. 

II. From wUhin, When all was closed at 
midnight, only (rod could know what was going 
on within each house and family, Ps. xviL 3 ; 
Acts XVL 25, xviii. 9, 10. And what did He 
look for in the houses of His people ? " They 
shall eat the flesh in that night. ... It is the 
Lord's passover," John vi. 53-58. Thus does 
Grod see His family gathered together. Matt, 
xviii. 20 ; the leaven put away because they are 
saved, Col. iii. 5, S; feeding on Christ in their 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving. Lam. iii. 24 ; 
Ps. xvi. 6 ; Isa. Iv. 1-3 ; Prov. ix. 1-6. 

Can we not, then, ask God, this Good Friday, 
on which we commemorate the dying of our 
Paschal Lamb, "graciously to behold this His 
family;' Eph. ii 19-22, "for which our Lord 
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Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed into 
the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death 
upon the cross?" Only let us ask our own 
hearts, Am / sprinkled with the blood ? 1 John 
i. 7 ; Rev. vii. 14 ; Am I feeding on the Lamb ? 
John vi. 67 ; Rev. vii. 17. 



^ssttr SSI. 

"THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE/' 

Learn, John xL 25-27. Passages to be referred 
to,— -Job xix. 23-27 ; Jonah i. 17, il 10 ; John 
XL 17-46, XX. 1-18 j 1 Cor. xv. 50-58. 

To-DAT we are invited to commemorate the 
Resurrection of onr Lord from the dead, when, 
having been dehvered for our sins, He was 
raised again for our justification. What title 
can be more appropriate for our study than 
that by which He made known His grace to 
Martha : '' I am the Resurrection and the Life." 

Notice the circumstances. They are very 
precious, as forming a miniature of the great 
Resurrection, — a picture, too, of the believer's 
experience. The one whom Jesus loves is sick, 
Jer. xxxi. 3 ; he falls asleep in Jesus, 1 Thess. 
iv. 13; he is consigned to the. tomb, 1 Cor. 
XV. 36 ; he is raised by the voice of Jesus, John 
V. 28, 29 ; and we next hear of him feasting 
with Jesus, John xii. 2 ; Rev. xix. 9. 

Three remarkable features call for our study 
in this wonderful Title. We see in it — 

1. Divine Power, The great object of St 



EASTER DAY. 53 

John's Gospel is to show Jesus as the Son of 
God, John i. 1, 14. Now, Resurrection is the 
work of God alone, Deut. xxxii. 39; 2 Kings 
y. 7. Man can mobke things, but he cannot 
create; he cannot give the breath of life. Job. 
xxxviii. 4 j Gen. iL 7. One instance we read of, 
and that shows the awful character of the Anti- 
christ in the last times, Rev. xiii. 13-15. He 
shall imitate, to a certain extent, the power of 
Him who says, " I am the Resurrection and the 
Life." In this name we see Jesus as the Son of 
God, Rom. I 4 ; Acts xiii. 33, 34. 

2. Present salvation. Jesus does not say " I 
shall be," but " I am ; " thus making us realise 
the fact that, to those who believe in Him, He 
is now Resurrection and Life, Eph. ii. 1 ; John 
V. 24 ; 2 Cor. v. 17. '* He that hath the Son hath 
life." " Beloved, now are we the sons of God.*' 
How important for us to remember this — that 
eternal life begins now, in union with Jesus, 
1 John V. 13. It is His own word to us — " I 
am the Resurrection and the Life." 

3. Federal Headship, That is, we see Christ 
as our great representative in God's sight. He 
does not say, '^I^am the cause of the Resur- 
rection," but " I am the Resurrection ;" in Me 
all rise — all have life, 1 Cor. xv. 22. If a body 
lies horizontally on the ground, when once the 
head begins to rise, all the other members rise 
with it. So with Christ and the members of 
His body, Rom. vi. 4, 5 ; Gal. ii. 19, 20 ; Eph. 
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ii. 5, 6 ; Gal. ill 1 ; and thus He says '' I am 
the Resurrection and the Life." 

Let us then try, "by God's special grace 
preventing us," this Easter morning to enter into 
a full realisation of this truth concerning Jesus. 
Are we so united with Him by faith that, hav- 
ing died, we have also risen with Him ? Eph. 
i. 19, 20. "If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above." 



''OUR peace;* 

Learn, Eph. il 14-18. Passages to be referred 
to, — Isa. lix. ; Luke L 68-79 ; John xiv. 27, 
xvi. 33, XX. 19-23; Eph.ii. 13-22. 

What a very blessed thing is peace. To have a 
heart and conscience tranquil in looking to God. 
It is the quelling of the storm and tempest, 
Mark iv. 39. It is the healing of the long- 
standing disease, Luke vilL 48. It is the satis- 
fying conscience, 2 Kings v. 19. It is the 
blessing of forgiveness, Luke vii. S0» To be 
spiritually-minded is peace, Kom. viii. 6. To 
be a partaker of the kingdom of God is peace, 
Rom. xiv. 17. This is just the subject for to- 
day. Peace follows on the Resurrection of 
Jesus. '' He was raised again for our justifica- 
tion'' (explain), Rom. iv. 25, and "being 
justified we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ," Rom. v. 1. All, therefore, 
is wrapt up in Him. He is " our Peace." 

Of old He had been named " the Prince of 
Peace," Isa. ix. 6. Peace was the key-note of 
His birth, Luke ii 14. Peace was also con« 
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nected with His death. It was one of the 
bequests in His legacy to His people, John 
xiv. 27. The will could not be proved till after 
His decease, Heb. ix. 16, 17. But the God of 
Peace brought Him again from the dead, Heb. 
xiii. 20 ; and He toas His oton executor, John 
XX. 19, 21. 

But we shall find that, in three distinct ways, 
Jesus is our Peaca 

I. He established our peace with God. Sin had 
separated between us and God, Isa. lix. 2. He 
could have nothing to do with what is sinful, 
Hab. i. 13. But Christ has come in between, 
1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. He is the propitiatory or 
mercy-seat, 2 Cor. y. 21 ; Isa. liii. 5. Thus, when 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by His 
death, Eom. y. 10. 

IL He established our peace with conscience. 
There has been trouble with conscience ever 
since man's first sin. Gen. iii. 10 ; Eom. ii. 15. 
It makes us try to escape God's presence; but 
the Spirit, in convincing of sin, shows the sin- 
bearer, John i. 29. He applies the blood of 
Jesus to the conscience, Heb. xL 14, and gives 
the assurance of pardon, 1 John ii. 12. 

III. He established our peace with one another. 
In Christ alone there is a real union, John 
xvii. 21-23 ; there is the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, Eph. iv. 3. There are many 
things to separate us naturally — different tem- 
pers, habits, dispositions, &c. ; but as we all 
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possess the Spirit of Christ, and look to Him, 
we shall love one another, 1 John iii. 14, v. 1. 

In these three ways, then, Jesus is ''our 
Peace," Eph. il 14, 15; Col. i. 20. Have you 
peace with God through His bloodshedding and 
Resurrection ? 



" THE GOOD SHEPHEKD.* 

Learn, John z. 14-16. Passages to be referred 
to, — Ps. xxiii. ; Ezek. xxxiy. 1-24 ; John 
X. 1-29. 

If we could stand upon one of the hill-sides of 
Judfiea towards the time of sunset, we should see, 
most probably, the shepherd, his crook in hand, 
not, as with us, driving the sheep on in front, 
but leading the whole flock, and calling them 
after him till all are safely gathered into the 
stone enclosures of the fold. Such la the picture 
we have to consider to-day — Jesus, tJie good 
Shepherd, going on before His sheep, whom He 
calls to follow in His steps, till He brings them 
to safety and rest. 

Now mark the peculiar epithet He applies to 
Himself. St Paul calls Him the great Shepherd, 
Heb. xiiL 20. St Peter calls Him the chitf 
Shepherd, 1 Pet. y. 4. Jesus calls Himself the 
good Shepherd, John. x. 11, 14. We shall 
endeavour to explain from Scripture the ap- 
propriateness of this title. 

1. jffe knows ff 18 ovm sheep, John x. 11, 14. 



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 50 

This is such a precious thought, as showing the 
ground of security, 2 Tim. ii 19 ; Nahum. i. 7. 
He knows all about them when, perhaps, they 
know not Him, Ps. cxxxix. 15, 16. He knew 
Nathanael under the fig-tree, John i. 48. He 
knew the street and the lodging-house where 
Saul was^ Acts ix. 11. The sheep also bear the 
owner's mark by which the shepherd knows 
them, Ezek. ix. 4. 

2. He ccUls His ovm sheep. This is not the 
case with us, but in the East the shepherd 
makes a peculiar call, and the sheep hear and 
follow him, John x. 3 ; Eom. viii. 30. So it is 
with the followers of Jesus, Ps. Ixxxv. 8 ; 
Cant. i. 4. Matthew heard Him at the receipt 
of custom, Matt. ix. 9. Peter at his fishing, 
Mark i. 17. Zaccheus in the sycamore- tree, 
Luke xix. 5. 

3. He gathers His own sJieep, John x. 16. 
No matter where they are straying. He finds 
them and carries them on His shoulder — the 
place of strength, Luke xv. 5 ; or in His bosom — 
the place of love, Isa. xl. 11. He gathered one 
straying in outcast Samaria, John iv. 29. He 
gathered another upon the cross, Luke xxiii. 42. 
A third was found in a loathsome gaol. Acts 
xvi. 34. 

4. He lays dovm His life for His ovm sheep, 
John X. 11, 15. Few will do this among men, 
Rom. V. 7. The shepherd will often encounter 
great danger in saving his flock from attack^ 
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1 Sam. xvii. 34, 36 ; but it belongs to the good 
Shepherd alone to give His life, Matt. xxvi. 31 ; 
Acts XX. 28. 

6. Ht gives eternal life to His own sheep^ 
John X. 28. This is part of the grand covenant 
arrangement betyireen the Father and the Son, 
John xvii. 2. The sheep are given to the 
Shepherd, John x. 29. And the Shepherd gives 
life to the sheep. 

Is not Jesus, then, the good Shepherd ? How 
kind and loving He is to His own, Eph. iL 7 ; 
Titus iii. 4. How tenderly He cherishes, Isa. xl. 1 1. 
How safely He protects them, Rom. viiL 38, 39. 
Let each one ask his own heart — Am I one of 
His flock ? Cant. ii. 16. The test is — Do I love 
Him? John xxi. 17. Do I know His voice? 
1 Sam. iii. 10. Do I follow Him ? Ps. IxiiL 8. 



** THE TRUTH." 

Learn Jolm xyi. 13-16. Passages to be referred 
to — Deut. vi. 6-9,'Xxxi. 11-26; Ps. cxix. 86, 
&c. ; John viiL 12-59 ; Acts x. 43. 

How very comforting it is to have somebody 
on whom we can thoroughly depend — whom we 
can trust in everything, 2 Tim. L 12. We can- 
not trust our own hearts, Jer. xvii. 9 ; we cannot 
trust the world, 1 John ii. 15-17; but, thank 
God, we can depend upon Jesus, Heb. xiii. 8. He 
is "the Truth." In this respect He meets a 
special want of the soul. The truth of God was 
lost at the Fall, when Satan persuaded our first 
parent to question God's Word, Gen. iiL 1-6. 
Man took the lie of Satan instead of the truth 
of God, John viiL 44. In vain has he sought, 
by philosophy and other means, to regain it for 
himself, 1 Cor. i. 21, It is only to be found in 
Him who has come " full of grace and iruthy* 
John i. 14, 17. Now, before we inquire " How 
Christ is the truth," let us look at what our Lord 
says of this Himself, John viL 18. The deceiver 
seeks his own glory : thus it was with Balaam. 
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The time ambassador speaks not of Himself, 
but Him that sent Him. Thus it was with 
Jesus, John xvii. 6-8. You will notice, then, 
that — 

I. Christ is the summary of all doctrine or 
teaching, CoL iL 3. It is thjough Him, and 
Him alone, that we can see God, John L 18 ; it 
is through Him that we know God as our 
Father, Luke x. 22; John xiv. 9, 10; it is in 
Him, and through Him, that we have the enjoy- 
ment of every spiritual blessing, Eph. i. 3. 

II. Christ cannot lie, John viii. 46, 46. We 
know that all things are possible with God, 
Luke i. 37 ; Matt. xix. 26 ; but there are certain 
moral impossibilities. He cannot break His word, 
John X. 35. It is impossible for God to lie, Titus 
L 2. See 1 Sam. xv. 29. And is not this a 
grand consolation? Heb. vi. 17, 18. 

III. Christ keeps^ every promise of God, 2 Cor. 
i. 18-20. This is a wonderful thought for us, 
that all God has said concerning mercy and 
judgment is fulfilled by Christ, Rev. xix. 10; 
Acts X. 43. How blessed that He keeps His 
word for life, John v. 24. How solemn that He 
keeps it for judgment, John xiL 48. 

IV. Christ is thefulfiller of God!s Word, Matt. 
xxvi. 24; Rev. i. 6. His life was framed ac- 
cording to it in everything, Luke xxiv. 44. He 
used it in daily life, Matt. iv. 4, xxii. 29; He 
obeyed it implicitly. Matt. xxvi. 54. See John 
xix. 28, 36. So showing the perfect agreement 
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between the written and the Incarnate Word, 
John V. 39. 

Thus we may see our Lord as " the Truth." 
Surely He is one on whom we can depend, John 
vi. 68. Let us simply take Him at His Avord, 
Mark ix. 7; and continue in it, John viii. 31 ; and 
we shall know the blessing of the Truth, John 
viiL32. 



«• THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 



»* 



Learn John iii, 18-21. Passages to be referred 
to— Pb. cxviii. 24-29; Isa. Ix. ; Luke L 68-79 ; 
John viii. 12 ; 1 John i. 

The state of man by nature is described in the 
Bible as one of. darkness, Eph. iv. 18; Acts 
xxvi. 18 ; Prov. ii. 13. By no light or power of 
his own could he obtain spiritual illumination. 
He had the light of nature^ Rom. i. 19, 20, but* 
this availed not. He had the light of cofisciencey 
Rom. ii. 14, 15, but the result was the same, 
Rom. iii. 23. And the history of the world goes 
to prove that the world by wisdom never could 
know God, 1 Cor. i. 21. 

Here, then, is a great want of the soul, which 
is met by Jesus Christ in the title before us, " I 
am the light of the world." In the midst of the 
darkness consequent on the fall, Jesus was pro- 
mised. Gen. iii. 15; and from that time, as 
with the rising sun, the light went on slowly, 
but surely, to increase, till, in the fulness of time, 
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman. 
" The true light now shineth," 1 John ii. 8. 
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Bat now let us ask how Jesus is the light of 
the world. 

1. In regard to Himself, We know that 
*' God is light," 1 John i. 5 ; that He dwells in 
light, 1 Tim. vL 16; that He is the only source 
of light, James L 17 ; and as that great luminary, 
the sun, can only be seen by its own light, so 
God can only be manifested by Himself. The 
Son of God, therefore, came to make God known, 
John i. 18, xiv. 9, xvii. 6; Col. i. 15; Heb. i 
1-3. But that you may understand how He is 
*' the Light," consider what light is — a combinar 
turn of rays — red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
indigo, violet. Thus, in Christ you have all the 
attributes of God combined. His lof^e, John iii. 
16; Eom. v. 8; His holiness^ Luke i. 35; Acts 
iii. 14; His vnsdoniy 1 Cor. i. 24 ; Eph. iii. 10; 
Hlajustice^ Eom. iii. 26 ; His omnipresence^ John 
iiL 13 ; His omniscience^ John xvL 38 ; His omni- 
potence, Matt, xxviii. 18; with whixjh passages 
compare Isa. ix. 6 ; 1 Cor. i. 30. Thus is God 
fully manifested to us in the person of His dear 
Son, 1 Tim. iiL 16. Thus Jesu^ Christ is the 
Hght. 

2. In regard to mcmhnd. This will appear 
in three ways: — He is the channel of life: as 
things cannot live and grow without lights so the 
soul cannot live and grow without Jesus, John 
xiv. 19, XV. 5 ; GaL ii 20 ; Col. iii 3. He is tJie 
channel of love : luminous bodies are the most 
loving, most unselfish, as shining not for theiur 
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selves, but for others. So with Christ, Eph. v. 
2 ; Rom. xv. 3. He is the channel of truth : 
there is nothing deceptive in light, John iii 20, 
21 ; it makes everything clear and manifest, 
Eph. V. 13 ; and so Jesus makes us see and know 
distinctly things as they really are, John zvii. 6-8, 
xviii. 37. We know what sin is, John zv. 24 ; 
what the world is, John xv. 19 ; what the devil 
is, 1 John iii. 8 ; what salvation is, uohn v. 24 ; 
what God is, John zvii. 26 ; and all this we know 
through Christ. 

It is the blessing of His people thus to know 
Jesus as the Light, Ps. zzzvi. 9. If He is the 
light of the world, He is so to you and to me, 
Ps. xxviL 1. See that you have accepted what 
He is so ready to bestow, Ps. xHii. 3, cxviii. 27. 
See that you are walking as under the influence 
of Christ's light, Eph. v. 8 ; 1 John i. 6, 7. It 
28 an awfully solemn matter to reject the light, 
John iii. 19. 



*'THE FAITHFUL WITNESS." 

Learn, Eev. xix. 10-13. Passages to be referred 
to— Prov. xiv. 26 ; Isa. xliii. 8-13 ; John viii. 
12-59; Acts i. 8. 

What God wants every one of His children on 
earth to be is a, faithful witness, Matt x. 32. In 
this respect He desires them to follow in the steps 
of their Lord and Master, Rev. iii. 14. And for 
this He gives them every qualification in the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, Acts i. 8. 

Let us understand what a witness is. We 
generally mean one who furnishes evidence or proof 
from having hrioton or seen anything; and thus 
did Jesus reveal the truth of God, Isa. Iv. 4 ; 
John xviiL 37; but the word witness, in Greek, 
is martyr — ovie that gives testimony to the truth at 
the expense of his life; and thus also was Jesus 
the Witness, 1 Tim. vi. 13. See 1 John iii. 16 ; 
John X. 11, 15. 

But there are three things which go to mak- 
ing a faithful witness ; and we shall find these 
three marks in - our Lord by considering His 
ministry. 
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1. Experience, He must have had a personal 
realisation of the truth which He has to declare. 
An inexperienced person has no weight. Christ 
is the only one who has seen and known God, 
John LIB; Luke x. 22. He alone had this first 
qualification, Prov. viii. 20-32 ; but so must hia 
people bear witness from a knowledge of Him in 
their hearts, 1 John L 1 ; 2 Cor. iv. 3. See 
John iv. 42. This the Holy Ghost suppUes, 
John xvi. 14. 

2. Certainty, There must be nothing of a 
doubtful character in testimony, or people will 
not credit it, 1 Cor. xiv. 7-9. Our Lord always 
spoke the truth with authority and certainty, 
John viiL 40, 45, 46. See Mark i. 22. And it 
is the desire and will of God that all His people 
should be so ascertained of the truth, 1 John y. 
13. They should be able to speak with assur- 
ance, 2 Tim. i. 12. See 1 Kings xvii. 24. This 
is effected by the Spirit, Eph. i. 13. 

3. Boldness, What is testimony without cour- 
age to declare it? Matt. v. 15. Never did Jesus 
shrink from telling the truth which it was His 
work to announce, John xviii. 20, even in the 
face of the greatest danger and opposition, Luke 
iv. 29; John vL 66, viiL 59, x. 31; and those 
who have been taught the truth as it is in 
Jesus, will have power to declare it, Luke xxi. 
15; EpL vi. 19, 20; 1 Thess. iL 2. It is the 
work of the Holy Ghost to embolden, Acts iv. 31 ; 
2 Tim. L 7. 
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Thus was Jesus the faithful witness, Rev. i. 6. 
So may you and I be, Acts xiv. 3 ; never failing 4 
to declare, by word and deed, the truth which 
we have received from God, Prov. xiv. 25. 
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with him ? There is only one road to the crown, 
Rom. viii. 17; it is by the cross, 2 Tim. ii. 11, 
12; Acts xiv. 22. It is a matter for present, 
not future decision, Eph. ii. 5, 6 3 1 John iii. 2. 



"THE FORERUNNER." 

Learn^ Heb. vL 17-20. Passages to be referred 
to, — Gen. xlv. ; Lev. xvL ; John xiv. ; Rev. v. 

In seeking for some title of our Lord by which 
we may follow Him in His ascended life, we 
are led to that very striking one, only mentioned 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, Heb. vL 20. The 
Forerunner (according to the original) was the 
advance-guard or pioneer of an army. He went 
in front to spy out, take possession, or prepare 
for the coming host. And thus we, of the army 
of the living God, look on into heaven, " whither 
the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus." 
But why/or M*/ 

1. To prepare a place^ John xiv. 2. How 
blessed the thought of home associations, long- 
severed ones meeting never to part, 2 Sam. xiL 
23 ; 1 Thess. iv. 16-18. The home of God is the 
hope of the redeemed, Ps. xzvii. 4. Their citizen- 
ship (explain) is in heaven, Phil. iii. 20. They 
are of the household of God, Eph. ii. 19; Ps. xcii. 
12, 13. They are members of the heavenly 
family, Eph. iii. 15. Jesus, the elder brother. 
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must go and make ready for us in the Father's 
house, John xvii. 24 ; 1 Pet. 1, 4, 5. Joseph 
must go firsty through suffering, into Egypt, that 
his brethren may follow, Gen. xlv. 5 ; Ps. cv. 17. 
He is the Forerunner. 

2. To carry on tntercemon, Heb. ix. 24. It 
was essential that, as our great High Priest, He 
should fulfil the second part of His work — 
pleading, Heb. vii. 25 ; 1 John u. 1, 2; sym- 
pathising, Heb. iL 17. How very blessed the 
words of Exod. xxx. 36. Everything — all our 
wants, necessities, &c. — *'ptit before" the Lord, 
Heb. iv. 14-16. How precious Exod. xxviii. 12, 
29 ; the names of His people borne collectively 
before God on His shoulders, Eph. v. 25 ; indi- 
fndualJ/y on His heart, Cant. viiL 6. Think of 
His appearance to His people from heaven, Acts 
vii 56, ix. 4, 5, &c. He is the Forerunner. 

3. To send the Holy Ghost, John xv. 26. The 
Spirit could not come to dwell with God's people 
till Jesus was gone into heaven, John xvL 7. 
There must be the Saviour's intercession, John 
xiv. 16. There must be His glorification, John 
vii. 39. Upon that the promise was built. 
Acts il 33 ; see Acts i. 4. But no sooner has 
Jesus passed into the heavens than the Holy 
Spirit descends to be an abiding comforter; to 
carry out the work of Christ on earth ; and thus, 
again, is He the Forerunner. 

What boldness this thought gives us in ap- 
proaching God! Heb. iv. 16, x. 19-22. "Our 
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Saviour Christ has gone before/' Eph. ii. 18; 
see Gen. xlv. 26-28. He has promised not to 
leave us comfortless, John xiv. 18, 26. Be this 
our joy, our hope in the'thought of our ascended 
Lord! 



" CHEIST." 

Learn, Acts n. 33-36. Passages to be referred 
to, — Cant L 1-7 ; Lsa. xL 1-9, IzL 1-3 ; John 
xvi 7-15; Acts ii 1-36. 

The title of our Blessed Lord wliicli we have 
chosen for onr lesson this Whit-Snnday is one 
familiar to ns alL It seems to be connected in 
a peculiar manner with the event of the day of 
Pentecost — ^the ontponring of the Holy Spirit ; 
for Peter declares, " Let all the honse of Israel 
know assuredly that Gk>d hath made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ," Acts iL 36 ; see John vii 37-39. 

Now let us first see what this name signi- 
fies. The word Christ is the same as Messiah, 
and means AnoiirUed, John L 41 (margin). It 
points, therefore, to our Lord's official capacity. 
Great people, as you may be aware, in ancient 
times were anointed, and so set apart to their 
various offices — Prophets, as Elisha, 1 Kings six. 
16; Priests, as Aaron, Ps. cxxxiii. 2; Kings, 
as Saul, 1 Sam. z. 1. — Even now the custom is 
observed at the coronation of our kings and 
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queens; and thus was our Lord the Christ, as we 
shall see by inquiring— 

1. How He was anoirUed. Peter tells us this 
distinctly, Acts x. 38. The Holy Spirit is often 
in Scripture compared to oil, Ps. xlv. 7 ; cf. 
Ixxxix, 20; Zech. iv. 12. It was by the Holy 
Ghost that our Lord was anointed to be the 
Prophet of His people, Isa. Ixi. ; see Luke iv. 1 6-21 ; 
the Priest of His people, Heb. ix. 14 ; see Exod. 
xxix. 21, 29 ; the King of His people. Acts ii. 
36 ; see Ps. Ixviii. 18 ; and this is the anointing 
that we must have, to be made unto God kings 
and priests, 1 John ii. 20, 27 : the unction of 
the Spirit. 

2. Why He was anointed. It was surely not 
for Himself. He needed nothing. Col. i. 15, 16. 
No ; it was entirely for His people, CoL ii. lOt; 
that they might receive from His fulness, like 
the water from the spring, the light from the 
sun, John L 16 ; Eph. iv. 7. He is the anointed 
Prophet, that we might have His teaching, John 
xlv. 26, xvi. 13. He is the anointed Priest, that 
we might partake of His sacrifice and inter- 
cession, John xvi. 14 ; Heb. viL 25. He is the 
anointed King, that we might enjoy His gifts 
and largesses, Eph. iv. 8 ; and thus are we who 
believe in Jesus partakers of the anointing, Rom. 
viil 9. We have the Holy Spirit to communicate 
the fulness of Christ. 

This is the great lesson for us to lay to heart 
on Whit-Sunday. Am / in Christ ? 2 Cor. v. 17.. 
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pave / received the Holy Ghost throngh union 
with Christ? John zv. 4 ; el 1 John iii. 24. On 
the day of Pentecost He not only rested upon 
the disciples as a body, but He sat upon ead^ of 
then^ Acts iL 3. 



"JEHOVAH.'' 

Learn, Isa. zxvi. 4-8. Passages to be referred to, 
— Gen. xxii ; Exod. xvii ; Judges vi ; Matt. iiL 
13-17 ; 1 John v. 4-12. 

In searching for a title of onr Lord which may 
unfold to us the blessed doctrine of the Trinity 
— three persons in one God — ^we shall not find 
one more appropriate than Jehovah. In our 
Bibles it is generally rendered " the Lord/' and 
represents to us God in His covenant relationship 
with man. It was a name held in deepest re- 
verence amongst the Jews ; so much so, that we 
are told it was only pronounced once a-year, by 
the High Priest, on the great day of Atonement. 
This, no doubt, was from an erroneous and 
superstitious view of Lev. zziv. 16. 

There are, however, three remarkable occasions 
on which this wondrous title was used by saints 
of old; and by considering these, we shall see 
how the working of the Trinity was wrapt up in 
the Name. 

I. In the history of Abraham^ Gren. xxil 14 
(relate the circumstances). He called the place 
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Jehovah-jireh — " The Lord will provide ; " thus 
realising the work of God the Father. It is the 
father's business to provide for the family, Gen. 
XXX. 30 ; 1 Tim. v. 8 ; and so in the heavenly 
household. Every spiritual blessing is provided 
by the Father, Eph. i. 3 ; Luke xL 13. He sees 
that his children want nothing for their temporal 
good. Matt. vi. 11, 32, vii. 11 ; Bom. viii. 28. 
Provision is the Father's work. 

II. In the history o/ J/b*ea, Exod, xvii. 15 (relate 
the circumstances). He called the place Jehovah- 
nisd — "The Lord my banner;" thus realising 
the work of God the Son ; Ps. xx. 5-7. Com- 
pare Joshua (who is first mentioned here) as a 
type of Jesus, Acts vii. 45 ; Heb. iv. 8. Salva- 
tion is by Christ alone, Matt. i. 21 ; Acts iv. 12. 
He is the Captain of Salvation, Heb. ii. 10. He 
it is who secures the victory for His people, 1 Cor. 
XV. 57 ; Eom. viii. 37 ; 2 Cor. iL 14. Salvation 
and victory are the Son's work. 

III. In the history of Gideon, Judges vi. 24 
(relate the circumstances). He called the altar 
Jehovah'Shalom — " The Lord send peace ; " thus 
realising the work of God the Spirit. " Whom 
I Ml send unto you from the Father," says 
Jesus, John xv. 26. Peace is provided by the 
Father, Isa. xlv. 7; secured by the Son as the result 
of victory, Eph. ii. 14, 15 ; applied by the Holy 
Ghost, Rom. xiv. 17 ; GaL v. 22. Peace is the 
Spirit's work. 

How much, then, is wrapt up in this title of 
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our Lord — the work of Father, Son, and Spirit — 
Provision, Victory, Peace; all that we require 
for our calling, our warfare, and our rest in the 
promised inheritance ! " The Lord will provide," 
PhiL iv. 19. " The Lord my banner," Ps. xx. 6. 
" The Lord send peace," Ps. Ixxxv. 8. 



P 



'* THE REDEEMER." 

Learn, Job xiz. 25-27. Passages to be referred to, 
— Lev. XXV. ; Ruth iv. ; 1 Pet L 18-25 ; Rev. v. 

To-day we shall think of our Lord as the Redeemer. 
It was a title applied to Him by the Old Testa- 
ment, saints. Job xix. 25; Ps. xix. 14; Isa. xliv. 
24, &c. They were looking for the price to be 
paid, Luke ii. 38. We know that redemption 
has been sent, Eph. i. 7 ; Heb. ix. 12. They 
waited for the Redeemer's first coming, when He 
should pay the purchase of man's salvation, Luke 
xxiv. 21. We wait for the Saviour's second 
coming, when He shall complete the work of our 
redemption, Rom. viii. 23. 

From this you will see there are two distinct 
features in the Redeemer's work ; and, looking 
at the teaching of the Bible, we may thus dis- 
tinguish them : — 

1. The redemption hy purchase. This was a 
glorious institution in Israel, see Lev. xxv., xxvii. 
It wa>. the appointment of God himself by which 
the lost inheritance could be bought back, or he 
who had become a slave. If the man himself was 
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unable to pay the price, the right of redemption was 
with the nearest of kin. Thus Boaz was redeemer 
for Ruth, Ruth iv. 4. So Jeremiah was redeemer 
for Hanameel, Jer. xxxii. 8. Jesus was redeemer 
for us, Heb. ix 12. Our inheritance was lost, Gen. 
iii 23, 24. Our persons were sold into bondage, 
Rom. vii. 14. It was impossible for any man to 
redeem the one or the other for himself, Ps. xliz. 
7, 8. But Christ has become our nearest of kin, 
Heb. ii. 14, 17. He has paid the price of re- 
demption for ourselves, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19 ; Eph. i. 
7 ; and for our inheritance, 1 Pet. i. 3, 4 ; Eph. 
i. 14. He is the Redeemer by purchase, Gal. 
iii. 13. 

II. The redemption hy power. We cannot fail 
to notice this second work of redemption, by 
which those who were kept prisoners by the 
enemy were brought out of bondage without any 
ransom, but with a strong hand, Isa. 1. 2 ; Jer. 
XV. 21. Thus God promised to redeem Israel 
from Egypt, Exod. vi. 6; Deut. vii. 8. Thus 
also He promised to redeem Judah from Babylon, 
Micah iv. 10; and so Jesus promises, as hy pur- 
chase He has redeemed us from the demands of 
the law, hy power to redeem us from the bondage 
of sin and Satan, Titus ii. 11-14. See the glori- 
ous assurance given to Israel, Isa. xlix. 24-26 ; cf. 
1 Cor. XV. 54-57; Rom. vi. 11-14. It is for this 
we wait, Rom. viii. 23 ; Eph. iv. 30. He is to 
be the Redeemer by power. 

Is it not blessed thus to be able to look to God 
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through Jesus Christ? Through weakness we 
can do nothing without Him, 2 Chron. xx. 12 ; 
but, thank God, He is our kinsman, Heb. ii. 11. 
He is able — He is worthy to be our Redeemer, 
1 Pet. i. 18. The help of His grace is thus 
pledged to us, 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. Oh, what a song 
should ours be in time, Ps. xL 3 ; and ttirough 
eternity. Rev. v. 9, 10. 



SttBt6i Smiiiss after f mits* 

" THE APOSTLE." 

Learn, Heb. iii. 1-4. Passages to be referred to, — 
Isa. xl. 1-11 ; Luke iv. 14-24; John v. 24-47; 
Heb. i., ii. 1-4. 

An apostle signifies, literally, one sent; and we 
find it, in the Bible, peculiarly connected with 
the Gospel and the Church. In the Old Testa- 
ment angels were sent, 1 Chron, xxi 15 ; pro- 
phets were sent, 2 Chron. xxiv. 19, <fec.; but 
these were not apostles. Jesus chose " twelve 
whom He named Apostles/* Luke vi. 13. Thus, 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, where the Chris- 
tian dispensation is brought out in contrast to 
what had gone before, we are told to consider 
Christ as the Apostle, in contrast to angels and 
others sent before, Heb. iii. 1. 

But that you may be able to consider our Lord 
as the Apostle of our profession, I shall ask you 
to notice three of the distinguishing marks of 
His apostleship. 

I. He was sent direct from God, This was the 
first great mark of an apostle. Gal. L 1, 15, 16 ; and 
this our Lord constantly urged concerning Him- 
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self, John v. 23, vi. 44, x. 36, xii. 49, xiv. 24, &c. 
It does not contradict the fact of His coming of 
His own will, Ps. xL 7, 8, but shows the mission 
which He undertook from the Father, John iv. 
34, xviL 3, 18, 21, 23, 25, xx. 21. Gk)d hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by His Son, Heb. 
LI; see Matt. xxi. 37. How sure, then, is the 
message, Mark xiii. 31. What a privilege for 
us to hear Jesus ! Luke x. 24 ; 1 Pet. i. 12. But 
what a responsibility I Heb, ii 3, xii. 25. 

II. He was aiiointed with the Holy Ghost This 
was another mark of an apostle, Acts ix. 17 ; 
see xiii. 2, 4. And this the prophet of old had 
pointed out concerning Jesus, Isa. Ixi. 1. Directly 
He enters upon His ministry He shows the ful- 
filment of this concerning Himself, Luke iv. 16- 
21 ; see John i. 32, iii. 34. He declares that it 
is by the Holy Spirit He works. Matt. xii. 28. 
Through the same Spirit He offered Himself to 
God,<Heb. ix. 14 ; see Acts x. 38. This anoint^ 
ing is of God, 2 Cor. L 21. 

III. He gave ndraculoiis proof of His mission. 
This was yet a further mark of an apostle, 2 
Cor. xii. 12; ^nd to this our blessed Lord appeals 
concerning Himself, John v. 36 ; see Matt. xL 
4, 5. To this, also. His followers appeal. Acts iL 
22. Where prejudice was laid aside, this proof 
was convincing to the people, John viL 31. It 
was intended of God to be so, John x. 38. To 
reject it is awful, John xv. 24. 

Let us now put these points together, and con- 
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aider the Apostle of our profession, Christ Jesus. 
His word is that of God himself speaking to 
your heart and mine, John xii. 48-50. His word 
is brought by the Holy Ghost for our reception, 
John xiv. 26, xvi. 14. His word comes with a 
miraculous power to the soul, Heb. iv. 12. In 
what way should you and I receive Him? 
" Advise and see what answer I shall return to 
Him that sent me," Ps. Ixxxv. 8. 



f |[irl> Sttnlmi! after %mti 

" THE MIGHTY GOD.'' 

Learn, Ps. xlv. 3-6. Passages to be referred to, — 
Pb. Ixxxix. ; Isa. vi. 1-3 ; John xii. 41 ; Heb. i. ; 
Rev. i. 4-18. 

Our prayer to-day is that by God! a mighty aid we 
may be defended and comforted in all dangers 
and adversities, and that " through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.^^ What title, therefore, of the Saviour 
can be more appropriate for our study than that 
given of old by the prophet — " the Mighty God," 
Isa. ix. 6; see Titus ii. 13. We must ever keep 
before us the divinity of our Lord, 1 John v. 5, 
20. " Perfect God andperfet^ Man.*^ It is this 
alone that gives value to the Atonement, Acts 
XX. 28. God hath 'Maid help on one that is 
mighty,'* Ps. Ixxxix. 19. 

There are many passages, you know, which 
directly show Jesus to be the Mighty God, John 
L 1 ; Phil. ii. 6; Heb. i. 1, 2, &c. But consider 
how — 

1. He created all things. Let us never forget 
that creation was the work of Jesus, " By whom 
aU things were made," John i. 3; Col. i. 16; see 
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Ps. xxxiiL 6. Creation (making out of nothing) 
is the work of God alone, Rom. L 20 ; Heb. xi. 
3. Man can make, but he cannot create, Isa. xL 

12. Jesus, as Creator, is the Mighty Grod. 

2. ffe sustains all things. Everything about 
us, as it was created, so is preserved and kept in 
order by Jesus, CoL i. 17. " Upholding all things 
by the word of His power." The winds and the 
sea act by His bidding, Mark iv. 41. God chal- 
lenges man to show this power. Job xxxviii. 
Jesus, as sustainer, is the Mighty God. 

3. ffe forgives sins. He desired men to know 
that the Son of man hath power on earth to for- 
give sins, Mark ii. 10; Luke vii. 48; see Col. iiL 

13. And what is sin? The infraction of God's 
law, 1 John iii. 4. Only God, therefore, can 
forgive sin, Dan. ix. 9; Matt. ii. 7; see Isa. xliii. 
25. Jesus, in forgiving sin, is the Mighty God. 

4. He raises the dead. We know the three special 
cases in which our Lord thus exerted his power, 
Luke vii. 14; viii. 54; John xi. 43. But the 
wonder was most shown in raising Himself, John 
XX. 28; Eev. i. 18. He had all along said that 
He would rise, John il 19 ; Matt. xvi. 21. He 
was thus declared to be the Son of God, Eom. 
L 4. Resurrection is the work of God, Matt. xxii. 
29. Jesus, in raising the dead, is the Mighty 
God. 

We might put before you other points illus- 
trative of this great truth — ^but we have sufficient 
proof here. Oh, let us pray God to make us 
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realise, more and more, by His Spirit, the won< 
ders of our Lord's divinity, Col. ii. 9; that know- 
ing Him to be thus the fountain of peace^ 2 
Thess. ii. 16, 17; the object of our faith, John 
xiv. 1; 1 Pet. ii. 6; and able to do aU things, 
Phil. iii. 21 ; Rev. i. 8, we may be sure of de- 
fence and comfort in every danger and adversity. 



iMttJi Stttt^afi ma ^Mg. 



"THE ROCK. 



» 



Learn, Ps. Ixii. 6-8. Passages to be referred to, — 
Exod. xvii. 1-7 ; Ps. IxiL ; Isa. zxxii. ; 1 Cor. 
X. 1-13. 

To enter fully into the figure of a Rock as re- 
presenting our Blessed Lord, we must carry our 
thoughts away to eastern lands and Bible asso- 
ciations. What refreshing shade and shelter does 
it afford the traveller from the scorching heat of 
the desert sun? Isa. xxxiL 2; Ps. xciv. 22. 
Higher than the one seeking refuge, it wards off 
heat and storm, Ps. Ixi. 1-4 ; and so Jesus, Matt, 
i. 20. What a strong foundation is it also 
whereon to build, Ps. xcii. 13-15. It is chosen 
by the wise man for his house, Matt vii. 24, 25 ; 
and so Jesus, 1 Cor. ilL 10, 11 ; Acts iv. 11, 12; 
see Matt. xvi. 18. 

But there was one very remarkable rock of 
which we read in the history of Israel. God 
appointed it as the source of comfort to His 
people in their wilderness life, Exod. xvii. 5, 6. 
There were always streams flowing from it, Ps. 
Ixxxvii. 7, xxxvi. 8. It followed them wherftv^r 
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they were led in their wanderings, Isa. xlix. 10 ; 
and that Rock was Christ, 1 Cor. x. 4 ; Isa. zxvL 
4 (margin). Four points will make this plain. 

1. God was to he on the rock. Exod. xvii. 6, " I 
will stand before thee there upon the rock." In 
vain should we look for supplies from it, unless 
God were in the rock. " God was in Christ" 
reconciling, &c., 2 Cor. v. 19; 1 Tim, iiL 16; 
Matt. i. 21, 23. 

2. Moses was to strike the rock. Exod. xvii. 6, 
"Thou shalt smite the rock." The law (John 
viL 19) threatens its curse against every offender, 
Gal iii. 10. All we have offended, Eom. iii. 10, 
19, 20, 23. .And therefore He who is our sub- 
stitute, 2 Cor. V. 21, must bear the curse of the 
law. Gal iii 13. He must be smitten for us, 
Isa. liiL 4-6. Only a crucified Saviour can yield 
the blessing, GaL vi. 14. 

3. Streams toould thus flow from the rock Exod. 
xviL 6, " There shall come water out of it." 
What does this mean? The Rock is Christ. 
What are the streams? John vii. 37-39; see 
Isa. xli. 17, 18, xliv. 3; Ezek. xxxvi. 25. The 
gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit come from a 
crucified, risen, ascended Saviour, Acts ii. 23, 
32, 33. 

4. The people migh^t drink from the rock. Exod. 
xvii. 6, " That the people may drink." All is 
provided for us, Eph. i. 3, but we must drink, 
John iv. 14. The Holy Spirit must be in us, 
Rom. viiL 9. There is provision for all, Isa. 
Iv. 1. 
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And does not this thought of Jesus — ^the Rock 
following us in our wilderness way — fall in with 
our collect for to-day? The Protector of all 
that trust in Him, Ps. zl. 1, 2. Increasing and 
multiplying mercy, Ps. Ixxxi. 16. The guide in 
passing to glory, Ps. xxvii. 5, 6. " They drank 
of that spiritual Eock that followed them : and 
that Rock was Christ." 
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"THE GOVERNOR." 

Learn, Matt. iL 3-6. Passages to be referred to, 
— Gen. xlv. ; Ps. Ixxzix. 1-37 ; Micah v. 1-7 ; 
Phil. iL 6-11. 

OuB thoughts are directed to-day, by the sub- 
ject of our collect, to the governance of the Lord ; 
and the title therefore "which at once suggests 
itself for our study is one found only in St 
Matthew's gospel, chap. ii. 6 — Governor, 

It is connected with all the promises of the 
kingdom made to the Jewish people. See what 
Micah said, chap. v. 2. Look at the word by 
Isaiah, chap. ix. 6, 7. And consider what Jacob 
had said by the Spirit a very long time before. 
Gen. xlix. 10. The Scriptures all taught the 
Jews concerning the coming of Christ as. the 
(jovemor, John v. 39. But what a dififerent 
eflfect did it have on people. The worldly were 
only troubled at the thought, Matt. iL 3 ; those 
who, perhaps, knew it from the Bible could point 
others to Jesus, though they would not go to 
Him themselves, Matt. iL 4-6 ; while those who 
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were very far off were brought to rejoice in the 
ruling power of Jesus, Matt. iL 10, 11. 

To enter into this title of our' Lord we shall 
illustrate it by a reference to the history of Joseph 
(Gren. xlii.-xlv.), who seems in a very remarkable 
manner to typify the governorship of Jesus, that 
position which he holds in the kingdom with the 
Father, 1 Cor. xv. 23-28 ; cf. Rev. iii. 21. Con- 
sider — 

1. His betrayal. He was the beloved of His 
Father, John iii. 16; Rom. viii. 32. He was 
hated by His brethren without a cause, John xv. 
25 ; Matt. v. 11. Sent by His Father to them, 
Heb. X. 7, He sought to recover them from sin, 
Gren. xxxvii. 2; Phil. ii. 15, 16. They conspire 
to destroy Him, Acts iii. 14, 15. He is betrayed 
and sold. Matt. xxvi. 15, 56. His enemies tri- 
umph for a time, Ps. xxii. 1. 

2. His exaltation. In humiliation Joseph 
trusted in God, Gen. xxxix. 23. He honoured 
God, Gen. xxxix. 9, xli. 16. He did what he 
could for his distressed fellows. Gen. xL 6, 7. 
And this led to his exaltation, Gen. Ixi. 12, 40, 
41 — "See, I have set thee over all the land." 
See Ps. ii 6-8; Phil. ii. 5-11, ''Wherefore God 
also hath highly exalted Him.*' Thus Jesus is 
Governor; all power is His, Matt, xxviii. 18. 
He is able to destroy. Rev. vi. 16 ; able to bless^ 
Heb. vii. 25. 

3. His conduct to His brethren. He speaks 
roughly at first, Matt. xv. 23, 24. He proves 
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their character hy trials to know their change of 
feeling towards Himself, John xv. 15. He then 
makes himself known in private communion 
(Gen. xlv. 1), and shows abundant love and bless- 
ing (Gen. xlv. 18-20), 1 Cor. iil 22, 23; John 
xiv. 1, 2. Egypt was a different place to the 
brethren through the governorship of Joseph. 

How blessed to realise the governorship of 
Jesus, Matt. xL 27. All is in His hands, Ps. 
Ixxxix. 18; Col. L 16. His brethren, therefore, 
need not fear, Ps. xlvL 



"THE HOPE OF GLORY/' 

Learn, Col. iii. 1-4. Passages ^to be referred, to, — 
Exod. xzxiii. 18, zxxiv. 8; Mark iz. 1-10; 
2 Cor. iii, ; Col. iii. 1-4. 

When we speak of glory, we mean that surpass- 
ing excellence which belongs to certain things. 
There is an earthly glory, after which all the 
great ones upon earth are thirsting, Dan. iy. 30. 
It is only of a transitory character, 1 Pet. i. 24. 
It is by its influence that Satan would draw 
many a soul astray. Matt. iv. 8 ; 2 Tim. iv. 10. 
But there is also a heavenly glory for which God's 
people look, Ps. Izxiii. 24. It is real and unfad- 
ing in its character, 1 Pet iv. 13, v. 1, 10. Of 
this it is said, " Christ in you the hope of glory, ^* 
Col. i. 27. 

To understand this title, we shall try to learn 
something — 

L Ahov;t the glory. How can we describe it? 
We know that it is procured for, Heb. ii. 10, 
and given to His people by Jesus, John xvii. 22. 
It is so great that present afflictions are not 
worthy to be compared with it, Bom. viii. 18; 

G 
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• 

see 2 Cor. iv. 17. We can conceive nothing 
like it, 1 Cor. il 9. But though it passes man's 
understanding naturally, God hath revealed it by 
His Spirit to His people, 1 Cor. iL 10. You 
remember that a saint of old asked to see God's 
glory, Ezod. xxxiiL 18. And how did God show 
it ? Exod. xxxiii. 19, xxxiv. 6, 7. But God has 
revealed His glory to His people since that ; we 
behold it in Emmanuel, full of grace and truth, 
John i. 14, ii. 11, &c. If we are to see and 
know anything of glory, it is only by our seeing 
and knowing Jesus, Eph. i. 18; Rom. ix. 23. 
" The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given 
them," John xvii. 22. See 2 Cor. iiL 18. 

II. Ahovi the hope. How can we describe it ? 
Hope is made up of desire and expectation. The 
saint desires glory, Ps. Ixiii. 2, and he expects 
glory, Rom. viiL 18. He thus rejoices in hope 
of the glory of God, Rom. v. 2. But all this 
comes through Jesus, 1 Pet v. 10. He is our 
hope, 1 Tim. LI. He is the earnest of all the 
glory that awaits us in the future, Rom. viii. 32. 
See 2 Tim. ii. 10 ; Heb. ii. 10. As He is now 
our righteousness, so He is to us the hope of 
righteousness, GaL v. 5. As He is now our sal- 
vation, so He is to us the hope of salvation, 
1 Thess. v. 8. As He is now our life, so He is 
to us the hope of eternal life, Titus iii. 7. And as 
He is 7u>w our glory, so He is to us the hope of 
glory, Titus ii 13, 14. He is the link that binds 
together the here and the hereafter^ Col. iii. 4. 
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If, then, you and I would have this hope, we 
must pray to know more and more of Jesus. 
I* All the promises of God in Him are yea, and 
in Him amen, unto the glory of God by us," 
2 Cor. i. 20. 



" THE BREAD OF LIFE." 

Learn, John vi. 32-35. Passages to be referred 
to, — Exod.xvL 11-36; Ps. Ixxviii. 18-31; John 
vi. 27-59. 

It is a grand fact for us all to remember that 
God does not give us life without giving us food 
and nourishment for that life. Jesus says, '^ / 
am the Bread of Life" 

1. How is Jesus the Bread of Life ? Clearly 
He would have us learn that what bread is to 
mankind, that He is to the believing soul. 
What then is bread ? It is the best of all earthly 
blessings for preserving life and strength. Men 
may have riches, and all that the world holds dear, 
but they would part with everything for bread, 
Matt. xiiL 44 ; Phil. iii. 7, 8. It is of universal 
necessity. No one can do without it, rich or 
poor, old or young ; so " Christ is all and in all," 
John XV. 5; Acts iv. 12; Phil. iv. 19. It must 
be taken and used^ tJi>at its value may be Tcnovm. 
It is only those who taste that find the Lord is 
good, Ps. xxxiv. 8 ; John v. 40. Again, as it is 
the greatest of all blessings, sb want of it is tlie 
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greatest judgment, Amos viii. 11-13. It is this 
terrible judgment which the Jews are now under- 
going, John viii. 21, xii. 35 ; Hos. v. 6. These 
few points, drawn from the use of ordinary bread, 
will prepare us to understand how Christ is the 
Bread of Life. 

II. How does Jesus hecmm the Bread of Life f 
is our next question. Hear His own answer — 
" The bread that I will give is my flesh,'* John 
vi. 51. We And it in His becoming man, John 
i. 14, xvii. 2. The Incarnation (explain) meets 
the flrst great want of the souL God is brought 
nigh to man; man is brought nigh to God. 
" In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily.'' But mark, further, the process of 
preparation. When the body is prepared and 
taken, Heb. x. 5, then the corn of wheat is 
bruised, Isa. liiL 10. It must die, John xii. 24. 
That is the preparation. " The bread that I 
will give is My flesh, which I will give for the 
life of the world." 

III. How Jesus is the Bread of Life to us. 
We know that bread, in order to be of use, must 
be taken and eaten: so Christ must be indi- 
vidually taken and received, Exod. xii. 3, 4. 
He says in John vi. that we must apply our- 
selves to Him, ver. 35, and that we must apply 
Him to ourselves, ver. 51. We in Christ by 
faith; Christ in us by His Spirit, 2 Cor. v. 17; 
Gal. V. 6, vi. 15. We know also what becomes 
of sustenance when received by a healthy body : 
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it is assimilated to, and becomes part of the frame 
receiving it. How this is we cannot say, but 
there is the fact ; and so, when our faith lays hold 
of Christ, He becomes one with us and we with 
Him, Kom. viiL 1, 9, 10; Gal. ii 20. Then 
there is life, and growth, and strength, John xv. 
4, 6 ; PhiL iv. 13. 

What a blessed thought ! Jesus is the food 
of my soul What diligence I should give to 
see that my soul is daily strengthened and re- 
freshed, Phil, il 12; 2 Pet. L 10, iii. 18. Four 
lessons will do from an old story — gather early ^ 
Exod. xvL 21 ; gather freshy Exod. xvi. 20 ; 
gather for those at home, Exod. xvi. 16; gather 
specicdlyfor Sunday , Exod. xvL 23. 



" THE PEOPHET." 

Learn, Acts iiL 22-26. Passages to be referred 
to — Deut. xviii. 15-22; Acts iii. 9-26; John 
xiv. 16-31, xvi. 7-16. 

Thebe were three great offices that our blessed 
Lord undertook for His people. They ^eeded 
atonement and intercession, Micah vi. 6, and 
Jesus became their Priest , Heb. ii. 17, 18. They 
needed one to rule and defend them, 1 Sam. viii. 
19, 20, and Jesus became their King^, Heb. L 
8, 9. They needed to be taught and directed 
Jer. X. 23, and Jesus became their Prophet^ John, 
xviL 8. 

Grod, you remember, had given His people a 
great prophet in Moses, Heb. iiL 5, but before 
he was removed God promised that He would 
raise up another like Moses, whom they should 
hear, Deut. xviii. 15-22. Years rolled on, and 
when Jesus was born the people were looking 
for the Prophet, John i. 2by vi 14. Jesus was 
pointed out as such from heaven — " Hear Him," 
Mark iz. 7 — and so the apostles preached that 
Scripture as fulfilled, Acts iiL 22-26. How 
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faithful God is ! How patiently we should wait 
for the fulfilment of the promise. 

But let us understand the Prophet's work. It 
was not merely to foretell future events ; it was 
also to declare the will of God in teaching, 
reproof, and warning. And so we find our 
blessed Lord (who was anointed specially for the 
work, Luke iv. 18-21, and 1 Kings zix. 16) not 
only unfolding the mind of God in regard to the 
future, Matt, zxiv., &c., but also teaching the 
great truths of salvation, John iii 16, 17, v. 24, 
25, 39, &c., reproving those who were hardened 
in sin, Matt. zxiiL 13, &c., and warning men of 
the punishment awaiting sin, Mark iz. 43, &c. 

Nor must we suppose that His work as Pro- 
phet is at an end, John vL 45. " All God's chil- 
dren shall be taught of Him." He now works by 
the Holy Ghost. 

1. He convinces of sin, and so reproves the 
world, John xvi. 9. Thus He dealt with the 
3000 on the day of Pentecost, Acts il 37. 

2. He reveals the tMngs of God, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 

13, and of Christ, John xvi. 14. Thus he dealt 
with Lydia and the jailer of Philippi, Acts xvL 

14, 34. 

3. He brings the words of Christ to remem- 
hrance, John xiv. 26. Thus He dealt with Peter, 
ActszL 16. 

4. He guides into all t^'uth, John xiv. 26, 
XVL 13, This is the assurance given to His 
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people. Jesus, our Prophet^ shall instru^it and 
guide us, Ps. xxxiL 8, Ixxiii. 24. 

The lesson of the gospel to-day is, " Beware of 
false Prophets." The lesson of the epistle is, 
"The Spirit beareth witness." May we take 
these to heart. If Jesus is our Prophet, the 
Spirit shall teach us what is true, and keep us 
from what is false, 1 John ii. 27, iv. 1-3. 



" COUNSELLOR." 

Learn, Ps. IxxiiL 24-28. Passages to be referred 
to — 1 Kings X. 1-13; Isa. xL 1-11; Matt, 
xxii. 15-46 ; James i. 6, 6. 

Our prayer to-day is for " the spirit to think 
and do always such things as be rightful ; " and 
thus did the saint of old pray, Ps. cxliii. 10. 
Our confession to-day is, that we "cannot do 
anything that is good without the Lord ; " and 
thus did the saint of old confess, Jer. x. 23. We 
need advice and guidance from above, Ps. Ivii. 3, 
just as Solomon felt, and pleased Grod by asking 
for it, 1 Kings iiL 7-10. And here Jesus, as in 
everything else, supplies our need, Phil. iv. 19. 
He is the Counsellor, Isa. ix. 6. 

Counsellors, you know, are of two kinds. 
There are counsellors of state — men of the first 
rank, who sit in the council with the king, to 
make and establish laws. .Such was Daniel, 
Dan. vi. 1-3. There are also counsellors at law 
— men whose work and business it is to unfold 
and make known the law. Such, apparently, 
was Tertullus, Acts xxiv. 2. But in both re- 
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spects IB Christ the Counsellor for His people. 
In the eternal counsels of the Father He took 
part, Gen. i. 26; Pro v. viiL 30; Ps. xL 7, 8. 
See Eom. xi. 34. He gives counsel to His ser- 
vants concerning God*s will, Bev. iii. 18. 

Now, how does our Lord give counsel to His 
people ? In three waySy — 

L By His Word, It shows us the designs of 
Satan, 1 Pet. v. 8, and the end of the wicked, 
Ps. ix. 17. It reveals all the fulness of God's 
grace to us, Eph. i. 3-14. It teaches us how 
to live, Titus ii. 11-14. It gives us the best 
example, 1 Pet. iL 21. We have in the Bible 
the best rule of life for our daily guidance, Ps. 
cxix. 9. 

II. By His Providence, The child of God 
knows whose hand it is that is governing every- 
thing, Col. i. 16, 17. He hears a voice speaking 
to Himself in all that takes place, Prov. i. 20, 21 ; 
Heb. iii. 7, 8. He thus sees, as it were, the 
Word of God in exercise, and knows that all is 
well, Bom. viii. 28; Job xxxvi. 22. Thus he 
receives counsel, and is directed as a child watch- 
ing his father, Ps. xxxii. 8, 9. 

III. By His Spirit, We have the assurance 
rf our Lord, that though He himself has passed 
into the heavens. His Spirit shall give counsel to 
His people, John xvi. 13. They have thus an 
inward monitor to teach them the Word, John 
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ziy. 26, and to assure them of pardon and son- 
ship, Rom. viiL 16 ; 1 John y. 10. 

To know Jesus, then, as the Counsellor, we 
must prayerfully study the Word, Ps. cxix. 24. 
All other counsel is ruin, 1 Chron. z. 13, 14. 



"THE ADVOCATE." 

Learn 1 John i. 9^ 10, ii. 1, 2. Passages to be 
referred to— Lev. xvi ; John xvii. ; Eev. y. 

The advocacy of our Lord is distinct from His 
counsel^ which we considered last Sunday. In 
the latter He speaks to us, and in the former He 
pleads foith God. If we were in trouble about 
the law, we should first require the opinion of a 
counsellor to make our case clear, Prov. xii. 15 ; 
Ps. xvi. 7. We should then reqmre the services 
of an advocate to plead our cause, Job zvL 21. 
To plead our own suit would be folly, Job ix. 2-4. 
It must be one well acquainted with the ways of 
the court, John iii. 13, and at the same time 
thoroughly interested in, and able to undertake, 
our cause, Heb. ii. 17; Isa. lix. 1. Such is 
Jesus, Lam. iii. 58, our Advocate, 1 John i. 1, 2. 

Only once do we find this word in our Eng- 
lish Bible ; but it is used fouj' other times in 
reference to the Holy Ghost, when it is trans- 
lated Comforter, John xiv. 16, 26, xv. 26, xvi. 7. 
The difierence in the name may in some measure 
explain the difference in the work. The Holy 
^Spirit pleads toith tis in our hearts, and so He 
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produces peace and comfort within, Eom. viii. 
15, 16, 26, 27. The Lord Jesus pleads /or «« in 
heaven, and so advocates our cause before the 
throne of God, 1 John i 1, 2. 

Consider the following points about an advo- 
cate, to illustrate the title before us : — 

He must be a wise and learned person in the 
Court of Judicature, Col. ii. 3 ; Isa. i 4. 

He must belong to the law, which is the rule 
for him in all his practice, Gal. iv. 4. 

He undertakes causes, if they are only brought 
to him ; and so, ** if any man sin, we have an 
Advocate," John vi. 36. 

He has the judge's ear more than others, having 
full authority to speak, John .xi. 42. 

He is careful to keep up the honour of the 
judge, to prevent contempt of Court, John xviL 
4; Kom. iii. 26. 

In all these points, familiar to us from the 
work of an advocate on earth, we may enter into 
the advocacy of our Saviour in heaven. But 
never let us forget the ground of His pleading, 
which gives Him all-prevailing power with the 
Father. He has satis&ed the law for us by His 
death. Gal. iii 13. He has fulfilled the law for 
us by His obedience, Eom. v. 19. His advocacy, 
therefore, is safe for all those who are willing to 
accept it, Heb. vii. 25. 

And we may be sure that the Lord's ears are 
open to every prayer presented by the Advocate 
above, taught by the Advocate below, Rom. vii. 
27 ; 1 John v. 14, 15. 



"THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS." 

Learn, Jer. xxiiL 5-8. Passages to be referred to 
— Isa. lix. 16-21, Ixi. 7-11; Jer. xxiii i)-8; 
Rom. iii. x. 

There is nothing more important for us to learn 
than the way in which the Lord Jesus Christ is 
"our Righteousness," 1 Cor. i. 30; by which 
term is meant (to put it as shortly as possible), 
obedience to God's law. As we read, " It shall be 
our righieoiisness if we observe to do all these com- 
mandments before the Lord our God, as He hath 
commanded us," Deut. vi. 25. And again, " He 
that doth righteousness is Righteous^' 1 John iii. 
7. This righteousness God loves, Ps. xi. 7, and 
looks for, Isa. v. 7. 

Now, it is a certain fact, from the Bible and 
from our own consciences (if we only think how 
perfect is God^s view of righteousness, James ii. 
10), that no living man is righteous in himself, 
Rom. iii 10, 23 ; Ps. cxxx. 3. If he had done 
nothing wrong from the day of his birth, his con- 
dition would be the same. Job xv. 14 ; Ps. li. 5. 

Yet for all this we read in the Bible of many 
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righteous men : men who were righteous in the 
sight of God himself, or else He would not have 
called them so. Abel, Matt, xxiii. 35; Noah, 
Gen. vii. 1 ; Lot, 2 Pet. il 8, &c. ; see also Matt, 
xiii. 17. How are we to account for this? It 
can only be in this way — ^that there is some other 
righteousness in the world which men are cap- 
able of obtaining, and by which they can be 
accepted. This is the righteousness of God in 
Christ, Rom. in. 24-26. 

Our Blessed Lord has done for us what we 
could not do for ourselves, Eom. viii. 3, 4. He 
has completely satisfied and fulfilled the Law of 
God. That law said, " The soul that sinneth it 
shall die," Ezek. xviiL 4. Though sinless, Christ 
has borne the penalty of sin, 1 Pet. iii. 18. That 
law said, ''The man which doeth those things 
shall live by them," Eom. x. 5. Though per- 
fectly free, Christ has obeyed the law to the very 
letter, Isa. xliL 21 ; and all this He has done as 
man, in your nature and mine, and therefore /o?* 
rw, in whose nature He did it. Gal. iv. 4, 6 ; see 
Heb. ii. 14, 17. This righteousness is described 
as — 

The Bighteoumess of faith, Bom. iv. 13, ix. 30, 
X. 6. 

The righteousness of God toithoiU the Law, Bom. 
iii. 21. 

Christ being made righteousness unto us, 1 Cor. 
i. 31. 

Our heing made the righteousness of God in 
Christ, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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For Christ is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness, Eom. X. 4. . He is the Lord our righteous- 
ness, Jer. xxiii. 6. 

Do you ask how this becomes ours ? It is 
the free gift of God, Eom. v. 17, unto all, and 
upon all, them that believe, Eom. iii. 22. " Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved." He is " the Lord our Eighteousness." 



B 



"THE PHYSICIAN." 

Learn, Jer. viiL 20-22. Passages to be referred to 
— 2 Kings V. 1-14; Isa. i. 1-20; Jer. viii. ; 
Mark L 29-46. 

Do you remember the five great mbjects of praise 
for which David called upon his soul to bless the 
Lord ? Ps. ciii. 1-6. Sin forgiven was, of course, 
the first, Ps. xxxii. 1 ; but his second word is 
" who healeth all thy diseases." Yes, there is 
not a disease of the soul with which Jesus is not 
acquainted, and for which He has not a specific 
remedy. Matt viii. 16, 17; Luke v. 31, 32. He 
is the Physician. 

We speak more specially of the souVs malady 
(though, of course, Jesus is the Healer of the 
body also, PhiL iii. 21). What is the spiritual 
complaint for which we need the Physician? 
It is described, Isa. i. 4-6. Sin brings a weak- 
ness, s^ pain, a trouble over the whole man, Ps. 
xxxviiL 3-8. It paralyses him so that he can- 
not act, Uke one palsied. Bom. vii. 18, 19. It 
makes him unclean, so that he is separated from 
God, like the leper, Isa. lix. 2. The disease 
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may show itself differently in different cases. 
Cain's murder, Lot's worldHness, Jacob's deceit, 
Balaam's covetousness, Bahab's harlotry, &c. ; 
but all are afflicted with it, Ps. xiv. 2, 3. The 
world is one large hospital, and Jesus is the 
Physician visiting every ward. 

Follow Him in His life on earth. Each 
miracle He wrought was a manifestation of His 
power to save — a proof of His work as the Phy- 
sician. 

He healed the sick, Mark L 34 ; and now He 
offers health to all the soul-sick sons of men, 
Matt. zi. 28 ; Jer. viii. 22. 

He cured the pained, Matt. ix. 2 ; and now 
He makes those who were unable work and 
labour for God, Isa. xL 29 ; Ps. Ixvui. 28 ; £ph. 
ii. 10. 

He gave sight to the blind, Luke xviii. 42, 43 ; 
and now it is He alone, by His Spirit, who gives 
spiritual sight, Isa. xliL 16 ; Eev. iii. 18. 

He cleansed the leper, Matt. viii. 2, 3 ; and 
now He makes the sinner clean with His own 
blood, and him that was far of He bringeth 
nigh, Eph. ii. 13 ; 1 John L 7. 

He opened the ear — He loosed the tongue, Mark 
vii. 35 ; and thus He showed Himself the Physi- 
cian appointed by God, Matt xL 3-6, bearing 
with Him His diploma from above, John v. 36, 
37, the one "who healeth all our diseases." 

Two questions suggest themselves from study- 
ing this title of our Lord. 
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Hast thou been healed? If bo, live to the 
glory of God, Ps. cxxvi. 2, 3 ; Lnke viiL 39. 

WUt thou he made whole ? If so, come to Jesus 
without delay, Luke yiiL 43, 44; 2 Kings v. 
13 ; and let this be the prayer of your heart — 
" Lord, heal my soul, for I have sinned against 
Thee,'' Ps. cxlvii. 3. 



i^irlttntl^ Snnbas after %mdi 

«THE MEDIATOR" 

Loam, 1 Tim. u. 3-6. PasBages to be referred to 
— Geu. xxviii. 10-22 ; Exod. rviii., xx. 18-21 ; 
Job ix. ; Heb. iii,; Rev. viL 9-17. 

Our epistle to-day says — " A mediator is not a 
mediator of one/' Gal. iiL 20, that is, of one party. 
He is a person who interposes between two par- 
ties at variance, for the purpose of reconciling 
them. Man is at variance with his God in the 
matter of sin, Isa. lix. 2 ; Amos iii. 2, 3. And 
Jesus has undertaken to come between, with a 
view to reconciliation, Eom. v. 10; Eph. ii. 16. 
He is the Mediator, 1 Tim. iL 5. 

The want of such an one is felt by every 
awakened conscience, Job ix. 32, 33. The sense 
of sin makes a man hide from the eye of God, 
Gen. iiL 10. The holy character of God pre- 
vents Him beholding the sinner, Hab. i. 13. 
Like the Israelites of old, we are afraid to deal 
personally with God — ^we need a Moses to come 
between and act as mediator, Exod. xx. 18-21. 
In this respect Moses was a remarkable type of 
our blessed Lord. See Heb. viiL d, 6. 
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Let US consider how fully qualified Christ is 
to be the Mediator. The daysman — or one 
" who gives a day" to judge and decide a con- 
troversy — ^lays his hands on both the contending 
parties, Job ix. 33 ; see 1 Kings iii. 16. He 
must be God, to act for Him. He must be man, 
to enter into the interests of the human race ; 
and so we have in the person of Emmanuel — 
God and man — one Christ, 1 Tim. iii. 16 ; 2 Cor. 
V. 19. 

Again, He must of necessity have somewhat 
to offer in behalf of the offender, ere reconcilia- 
tion can be effected. Guilt must be expiated, 
Isa. liii. 10. The curse must be removed, GaL 
iii. 10. The broken law must be magnified, Isa. 
xliL 21. The enmity and estrangement must be 
destroyed, Eph. ii. 16. Who, then, has the 
qualifications to undertake this work ? Angels, 
though bright and glorious beings, are but 
creatures, and by their nature unable to act as 
mediators for man, Heb. ii. 9, 16. Man can- 
not redeem himself — much less can he act 
as mediator for his fellow, Ps. xlix. 7. The 
Mediator we need, a little careful thought must 
show us, is one who is the child horrid and at tbe 
same time the mighty God. Such is our blessed 
Lord, who died for us, the just for the unjust, to 
bring us unto God, 1 Pet. iii. 18. 

Here, then, is the way of access with confi- 
dence to our God, Heb. x. 19-22. The ladder is 
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set up with its foot on earth, its top in heaven, 
Gen. zxviiL 12. God speaks and makes His 
covenant sure to us through the Mediator, 2 Cor. 
i. 20-22. 



" THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR 

FAITH/' 

Learn, Heb. zii. 1, 2. Passages to be referred to 
— Ps* xvi., xxiL ; Rom. iv. ; Heb. xL 

If we are to understand what God means by 
speaking of Jesus as the Author and Finisher of 
our FaUh (" our " is not in the original), we must 
look to the passage of Scripture where the title 
is used, Heb. xii. The apostle had explained 
what faith is, Heb. xL 1, and he had illustrated 
its working in the lives of the saints of old — 
Abel in offering the lamb. Gen. iv. 4, 5 ; Noah in 
building the ark, Gen. vi. 14-22 ; Abraham in 
seeking the land. Gen. xii. 1-4 ; Moses in making 
his choice, Exod. ii. 10, 11, &c. All these show 
us the working power of faith — the true charac- 
ter of the godly man's life, Hab. ii. 4 ; GaL ii. 
20 ; but for us who are running the race, there is 
a higher, a nobler example than all — even Jesus. 
He is "the Author and Finisher," or, as we may 
more correctly say, the Leader and Perfecter of 
the Faith. To Him we must look, if we would 
learn what is the working of faith in perfection. 
Consider Him — 
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I. As the Leader, He trusted in God, Heb. 
ii. 13. Even His life was a life of faith, John 
V. 30. Look at His prayers, Luke iii. 21, v. 16, 
vi. 12, iz. 18, &c. Look at His sufferings, Matt. 
xxvi. 39, 53. Look at His death, Luke xxiii. 
46. Even His enemies confessed this of Him, 
Matt, xxvii. 43. He was the purchaser, too, of 
the Spirit of faith, Acts ii 33. Faith is the 
fruit of that blessed Spirit whom Jesus has 
sent to His people. Gal. v. 22. See what the 
apostle says, Rom. xv. 13. But, further, He was 
the pMisher of the rule of Faith, Mark i. 16 ; 
Rom. xvi. 26. Thus is He the Leader of Faith, 
more especially in the first particular. We look 
to Him as our example of trust in God, John 
V. 19. 

II. As the Ferfecter, He perfected the faith. 
Matt. V. 17. This was the great object of His 
life, to be the fulfiUer and the fulfilling of the 
Word of God, Luke xxiv. 27, 44. The Son of 
Man only acted as it was written of Him, Matt. 
xxyL 24. All the promises are sure in Him, 2 
Cor. L 20. All the prophecies are clear in Him, 
Rev. xix. 10. He is also the Ferfecter, as finish- 
ing the work of faith in His people, Ps. cxxxviii. 
8 ; Phil. i. 6 ; and yet again, as the judge and 
rewarder of faith in His people, 2 Cor. v. 10. 
Thus is He the Perfecter of Faith, more espe- 
cially in the first particular. We look to Him 
as the one who has fulfilled the Word of God, 
Rom. XV. 8. 
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Here, ihen, is the one great object to keep 
before ns in the Christian race, ''Looking unto 
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our Faith/' 
1 Pet. ii. 21. The man who keeps one thing 
before him is most likely to succeed, Fs. IxxxvL 
1 1. Let that one thing with you be Jesus Christy 
PhiL iii. 13 ; Ps. xxvii. 4. 



** THE EVERLASTING FATHER.'* 

Learn, John ziv. 8-11. Passages to be referred 
to — Isa. xlix. ; Luke xi. 1-13 ; PhiL iv. 

How are we to speak of our blessed Lord as the 
Everlastvng Father ? How are we to understand 
this title of the Second Person of the Trinity ? 
We know that as Gk>d He is one with the Father, 
John X. 30, xvii. 11, 22, and that everlastingly, 
Ps. xc. 2. But this title refers absolutely to 
Jesus, the Second Person. 

In the original the words may be rendered 
" the Father of the everlasting age," or " of the 
world to come," that is, of the Gospel state; see 
Heb. iL 5, vi. 5. The Christian dispensation is 
" the last time ; " nothing is to succeed it. It 
will have no end, and of this Christ is the Father. 
Bearing this in mind, we shall see Him to be 
the Everlasting Father. 

1. As the one to whom the Christian owes his 
life. The father is the author of every child's 
existence in the family, and so the Church owes 
its existence to Christ, Heb. v. 9 ; 1 John iv. 9. 
He is the Author of life to every believing soul. 
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Jolin vi. 33, 51-53. Its first spiritual breath is 
drawn through Jesus, John v. 21. 

2. As the one to whom the Christian owes his 
likeness. We generally look for traces of the 
father in the child — we expect to see a family 
likeness ; and in the Church the heavenly family 
are all like Christ, Bom. viii. 29. This was the 
original purpose of God. Gen. i. 26. This will 
be perfected in glory, 1 John iiL 2, and be the 
satisfaction of the saint, Ps. zvii. 15. 

S. As the one to whom the Christian owes his 
blessings. In and by Christ everything that we 
need for our spiritual welfare is to be enjoyed, 
Eph. i. 3 ; see Ps. ciii 1-6. He is the Fountain 
from whence the living waters flow, John iv. 14. 
He is the Bread of Life, for the feeding of all who 
need, John vi. 51. He is the Shepherd to supply 
the wants of the flock, Ps. xxiii. 1. Those who 
trust in Him want nothing, Phil. iv. 11, 12. 

A:. As the one to whom the Christian- owes his 
support. All in the family look up to, and lean 
upon the father for support, Luke xi. 13. Every- 
thing they do, they do through Him ; and so 
the Christian says, '^ I can do cdl things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me," Phil. iv. 13. 
All power is given to Jesus in heaven and in 
earth, Matt. zxviiL 18, and this He communi- 
cates to His people, John L 16. They can only 
depend upon Him, John xv. 4, 5. 

5. As the one to whom, the Christian owes his 
inheritance. The father's death brings the in- 
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heritance to his children. Through the death 
of Jesus the Church inherits all things, Eph. L 
7-14. Now, being children, we are joint-heirs 
with Christ, Eom. viii. 17. Eternity will bring 
us into full possession, Bom. viii. 18-23 ; CoL 
m. 4. 

Thus everything that a child owes to its father, 
we, who are Christ's, owe to Him, Kom. viii. 32 ; 
1 Cor. iii. 21-23. " Son, thou art ever with me, 
and all that I have is thine." Need we then 
doubt His keeping, while we keep close to Him ? 
1 Pet. L V. 



" THE BRIDEGROOM." 

Learn, Mark ii. 18, 20. Passages to be referred 
to — Geo. xidv. ; Ps. xlv. ; Isa. Ixi. 10; Matt. 
XXV. 1-13 ; John iiL 27-36. 

There are two different lines of thought which 
at once arise from considering our Lord as the 
Bridegroom : in His single capacity ^ as the Lover 
or Suitor who seeks to win the affections of the 
bride to Himself ; in His married stcUe, as the 
Husband or Head, who watches over, guides, and 
acts for the one to whom He is united. 

I. The Bridegroom, however happy He may 
have been, Prov. viii 30 ; CoL i. 13 (see margin), 
is not content to abide in a single st^te, Gen. iL 
18 ; John xvii. 2L He consults His Father as 
to the bride of His choice, Acts ii. 23 ; John 
viii. 42. He then gives offers of marriage, 2 
Chron. xxxvi 15. Many and many a precious 
invitation comes to the heart of Christ's people, 
Isa. xlv. 22 ; Matt. xi. 28 ; Rev. iii. 20. Like the 
servant of Abraham in search of the wife for 
Isaac, the Holy Spirit seeks the bride for Jesus, 
Gen. xxiv. 3, 8, 12, &c. He sues hard, does the 
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Bridegroom, Matt. xxiiL 37 ; Luke xix. 41. He 
waits long in His desire to gain the heart, Rev. 
iii. 20. Years seem but days for the love He has, 
Gen xxiz. 20 ; but no rival can He endure, Matt, 
xxii. 37. Thus does Jesus come to us as the 
Bridegroom, 2 Cor. xL 2. He calls the sinner as 
at Jericho, Luke xix. 5. He pleads with the 
sinner as at Sychar's well, John iv. 10. He 
shows Himself ready to do all for the sinner, as 
in Simon's house, Luke viL 47, and upon the 
cross, Luke xxiii. 43. 

11. The Bridegroom having won His spouse, 
the promise and contract of marriage is made 
and sealed, 2 Cor. L 21, 22. There is joy and 
rejoicing throughout the whole household, Luke 
XV. 9, 10. But think how He acts towards her 
who is the object of His choice and of His love. 
He raises her to a position of honour, Fs. xlv. 
9-15. He embraces her in the arms of His love, 
Cant. ii. 6. He discharges all her debts and 
obligations, Isa. liii. 4, 5, 10. He supplies her 
every want, Phil. iv. 19. He delights also in her 
company, Ps. xxiii. 2 ; see Song of Solomon. 

And is it not thus with Jesus and the people 
whom He has chosen and loves ? Jer. xxxL 3 ; 
Bom. viii. 35 ; see £pL v. 25-32. To Him they 
are now betrothed, 1 Cor. iii. 23. They are 
sealed with the Spirit as a pledge of what is 
coming, Eph. i. 12-14. They wait for the 
Bridegroom's appearing. Matt. xxv. 1. They 
look for the marriage supper of the Lamb, Bev. 
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ziz. 7-9. Oh, to be looking and waiting for His 
coming, 1 Thess. L 10 ; to be so sure of His love 
and favour now (John xzi. 17), that we may 
know Him in the future as the Bridegroom, 
John iii 36, 



« THE DOOR." ' 

Learn, John x. 7-10. Passages to be referred to 
— Gen. iii 22-24 ; Lev. xvi. 1-19 ; ^John x. 
1-9 ; Eph. ii. 12-22. 



^i 



The Bible opens by shoT^ing us our need of a 
door. Man was happy in Paradise in the enjoy- 
ment of God's presence and favour, Gen. iL 8, 9 ; 
but when sin entered into the world, Rom. v. 12, 
man was driven out — the door was closed — 
cherubims and a flaming sword keep the way 
of the tree of life, Gen. iiL 24. 

Here, then, is a great want of the soul. Like 
the men of Sodom, the sinner in his blindness 
gropes for the door. Gen. xix. 11 ; EpL iv. 17, 
18 ; but there is only access through Jesus, Eph. 
iL 18. The flaming sword must pierce the heart 
of any man who would gain admittance, Deut. 
iv. 25; Exod. xxxiv. 7. Christ has come, cu 
man, and claimed an entrance, Ps. xxiv. 3-8; 
Heb. ii. 9, 10, 17. The sword has drunk His life's 
blood, and the Law is satisfied, Jsa. liii. 7-1 1 ; Acts 
XX. 28. This was all for us men, 2 Cor. v. 21 ; 
Heb. ii. 16. He acted as the representative man, 

I 
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1 Cor. XV. 22, and now He says to every one of 
us, "I am the Door." Let us consider, — 

I. How Christ is the Door, We read in the 
Bible of other doors, Acts xiv. 27 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 9 ; 
see Acts xvi. 14 ; but Jesus only is the door or 
entrance to the Church, Eph. ii 13-22, the com- 
pany of God's faithful people; because he has 
removed the barrier of sin and guilt, Heb. ix. 26 ; 
1 Pet. ii. 24; 1 Johnii 12. Ajs long as that 
remained, no admittance could be had, Rom. vii. 
7-11. But now in Christ Jesus — the sin-bearer 
— Gk)d accepts all who come, Heb. vii. 25. He 
alone is the Door, John z. 1. 

II. Hov> we are to enter through Christ as the 
Door, We must submit to go through another^ 
John xiv. 6* God will not receive us in our- 
selves, but only as we plead the Saviour's 
name, John xvL 23. We must stoop to enter. 
Everything of self and the world must be cast 
away, 2 Kings v. 11, 12; Phil. iii. 7, 8. The 
burden on the back will always hinder, Matt xix. 
22, 23. We must believe, Heb. xi. 6. We shall 
never enter if we doubt that the door is wide 
enough, Heb. iii. 18, 19. 

III. How we shall he blest in using Christ as 
the Do<yr, We " shall be aaved,^* This is the 
first great blessing that greets us on the thresh- 
hold, Isa. xii. 1-3. We " shall go in and out,^* 
Liberty is the next great privilege of those who 
have found an entrance in Christ, John viiL 36 ; 
Rom. viiu 16, 21. We shall ^^find pasture.^ 
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Every want shall be supplied, Ps. xxiii. 1 ; Phil, 
iv. 19, for Gk>d hath blessed His people with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christy 
Eph. i. 3. 

Oh, what a blessing to have this Door wide, 
open, free I Rev. iii. 8. Have you entered ? 
John V. 40. Tvnce do we read of the door being 
shut; once for safety^ Gen. viL 16; once for re- 
jection, Matt. xxv. 10. See that you are safe 
within, Ps. xxvii. 5. 



" THE CAPTAIN OF OUR SALVATION/' 

Learn, Heb. ii. 1 0-1 3. Passages to be ref eiTed to — 
Josh. xxiv. 1-26; Isa. Ixiii. ; Luke iv. 1-13; 
Heb. iL 

We are reminded in our collect to-day that the 
Christian, in passing through this world, is ex- 
posed to dangers and temptations of every kind, 
Ps. cxlii. 3, 4. He needs guidance and protec- 
tion, 2 Cor. iii. 4, 6. He requires some one to 
go before, who can fight for him, and show him 
how to resist the foe, 1 Sam. viii. 20 ; 1 Pet. ii. 
21 ; and to encourage us, Jesus presents Himself 
as " the Captain of our Salvation," Heb. ii. 10. 

"We are in the position of Israel in the wilder- 
ness, 1 Cor. X. 11, delivered from the bondage of 
Egypt, Rom. vi. 17, 18. We are going on to the 
promised rest, Heb. iv. 1, 9. The wilderness, 
with all its discouragements, stretches out on 
every side. Num. xxi. 4. Salvation has been 
given to us, Titus ii. 11 ; Heb. iL 3 ; but we have 
still to work it out, Phil, ii 12; 2 Pet L 10, 11. 
And here we look to Joshua for example and 
victory, Acts vii. 45. 
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Though JesuB himself appeared of old as the 
Captain of the Lord's host, Josh. y. 13-15, in 
Joshua, as a type, we are shown what the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation is. He was marked hy His 
faith and decision for Gody Josh. xiv. 8 ; xxiv. 15 ; 
hy His uncompromising warfare against God^s 
enemies, Josh. x. 28, 30, 37, 39, 40 ; by His strict 
adherence to the guidance of God^s Word, Josh. L 
7, 8. These are points for the Christian warrior 
to lay well to heart, Phil. iii. 16, 17. 

But let us look at Jesus himself, tempted by 
the three great enemies of man. 

I. The World, that vast system without; it 
may be things, it may be people, but all under the 
wicked one, 1 John v. 19. With this Satan capti- 
vates souls, Eph. iL 2. He offered it to Jesus, 
Luke iv. 5-7 ; but Jesus repelled him with the 
Bible, Luke iv. 8 ; Deut. x. 20. There is but 
one way to overcome the world, 1 John v. 4, 6. 

II. The Fleshy that great power within, Rom. 
viL 19, which is ever in conflict with the indwell- 
ing Spirit, GaL v. 17. Though there was no sin 
in Jesus, Satan appealed to His human weakness 
in hunger, Luke iv. 2, 3 ; but again he was re- 
pelled with the Bible, Luke iv. 4. There is but 
the one victory for us, Gal. v. 24. 

III. The Devil, that subtle foe, who brings the 
evil without to bear upon the weakness within, 
1 Pet. V. 8; 2 Cor. ii. 11. Personally did he 
tempt our Lord to presume on His Father's care, 
Luke iv. 9-11. Once more did Christ use the 
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Bible, Luke iv. 12. There is but the one way of 
proving victorious, James iv. 7 ; Bev. xii. 11. 

Thus did ** the Captain of our Salvation " 
triumph : not as the Son of Grod, but as th€ Son 
of man, Luke iv. 4, with the same weapon that 
you and I have, Eph. vi. 17, the written Word of 
God, Ps. xviL 4, cxix. 11. Oh for grace to follow 
Him! 



fiitttettit^ Snniraii after %mit 

« HE THAT HATH THE SEVEN SPIRITS 

OF GOD." 

Learn, Rev. iii 1-3. Passages to be referred to, — 
Isa. xi., xli. ; John xvi. ; Rev. v. ; 1 Cor. adi. 

The prayer that is put into our lips and (I trust) 
into our hearts to-day, is one that we cannot 
repeat too often. It confesses our insufficiency, 
2 Cor. iii 5 ; Jer. x. 23. It asks for the Spirit's 
guidance in everything, John xvi. 12-15 ; and all 
through Jesus Christ, John xv. 5 ; for our Lord 
is "He that hath the seven spirits of God,'' 
Rev. V. 6. 

^e are so apt to forget the presence of the 
Holy Ghost with His people, collectively and 
individually, 1 Cor. iii. 16, vi. 19 ; that, accord- 
ing to Christ's promise. He is abiding, John xiv. 
16, 17, to teach, to comfort, and to bless them, 
John xiv. 26. How many reject His overtures, 
Acts vii. 51 ; hinder His operations, 1 Thess. v. 
19 ; vex Him in His loving work, Eph. iv. 30: 
they do not remember that Jesus ''hath the 
seven spirits of God." 

But why seven? This is a number we find 
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often in Scripture connected with God's dealings, 
Gen. ii. 3, vii. 2, xli. 2; Lev. zxiii. 15, zxv. 8; 
Josh. vi. 4 ; Bev. L 20, y. 6, &c. It is what is 
called a number of perftcUon among the Hebrews, 
and is generally used to denote the completion^ 
fulness, or perfection of a thing. So when Jesus 
is spoken of as '' He that hath the seven spirits 
of God," it points to His having the Holy Spirit 
in all fulness for His people. 

You will see this by looking at our Lord in 
four ways : — 

I. In Prophecy, Isaiah said, " The Spirit of 
/» the Lcffd shall rest upon Him,'' Isa. xi. 1-3 ; see 

xlii. 1, lix. 21 ; and that in all His manifold 
operations — ^the spirit of wisdom and understand" 
ing, John iv. 29 ; the spirit of counsel and might, 
John vii. 46 ; the spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord. John vii. 14, 15 — ^thus was He 
to have the Spirit. 

II. In Ministry. Everything that Jesus did 
was by the Spirit — He was specially set apart in 
baptism, Matt. iii. 16. He was led by the Spirit 
to temptation, Matt. iv. 1. By the same Spirit 
He preached, Luke iv. 18, and did all His mighty 
works. Matt. xiL 28. By the same Spirit He 
offered Himself in death, Heb. iz. 14. 

III. In Ascension, It was only after His death 
and resurrection that the Holy Ghost could come, 
John zvi. 7. Then, as the triumphant king, He 
led captivity captive, and received gifts for men, 
Ps. Ixviii. 18 j Eph. iv. 8 ; see Col. ii. 15. Those 
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were the gifts of the Holy Ghost, which He re- 
ceived according to the promise of the Father, 
Acts ii. 33. 

IV. In Glory. We are permitted to have a 
glimpse of our Lord as He now appears in heaven 
for us, Heb. vii. 25. A Lamb, as it had been 
slain, 1 Pet. i. 19, 20. But that is not all, — He 
has seven horns (all power, Matt, xxviii. 18), 
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God, 
Rev. V. 6. 

What a ground is this for our prayer to-day ! 
The Mediator has the fulness of the Spirity Col. i. 
19. Oh, let it be our prayer for every day, 1 
Thess. V. 17, that His Holy Spirit may, in all 
things, direct and rule our hearts, Gal, v. 25; 
Rom. viii. 5-10. 



"THE WAY." 

Learn, John xiv. 3-7. Passages to be referred 
to, — Isa. XXXV. ; John xiv. 1-14; Phil. ii. 1-11 ; 
Heb. X. 

" THAT my ways were made so direct that I 
might keep Thy statutes ! '' Such was the cry 
of the Psalmist, and such is the cry of every 
awakened souL We want a way of approach to 
God, Job xxiii. 3. The way to the tree of life 
was barred by man's sin, Gen. iiL 24. We want 
also a way of living to God, Ps. v. 8. The way 
of uprightness was lost through man's sin, Jer. x. 
23. To-day we shall endeavour to see how Jesus 
satisfies each of these wants, by saying, " I am 
the Way," John xiv. 6 ; and we shall find how 
this view of our Lord may help us in entering 
into the subject of the collect. 

I. Jestis, the way to God, We are taught in 
the Bible that there is only one way for sinners. 
Lev. xvii. 11 ; Ezek. xviiL 4; Heb. ix. 22. For 
this reason it is so narrow. Matt vii. 14, while 
the world, with its many devices, makes a broad 
road, Ps. xiv. 2, 3 ; Matt. viL 13. The law of 
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God must be satisfied, Gal. iii. 10. The law of 
God must be fulfilled, James ii. 10. This Jesus 
has been the ordy man to accomplish, Heb. iL 
14, 16. He has redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, Gal. iii. 13 ; Isa. liii. 10. He has ful- 
filled the law to the very letter, Matt. v. 17, 18, 
xxvi. 24. Thus He is the only way of salvation. 
Acts iv. 12. But let us illustrate this from the 
Jewish dispensation. In the temple a veil (see 
Exod. xzvi. 31 ; 2 Chron. iiL 14) separated the 
place of God's manifestation from the place of 
worship ; there was no way to God (Lev. xvi. 34). 
But when Jesus took our flesh and died, Heb. x. 
19, 20, the veil was rent in twain, Matt. xxviL 
51 ; the way was open. 

II. JesaSy the way of life, "We are taught in 
the Bible that there is only one way for man to 
live to God, 1 Cor. vii. 19. He must walk in 
the way of Gk)d's commandments, Deut. vi 25 ; 
Ps. ciii. 18. " If thou wouldst enter into life, 
keep the commandments," said Jesus, Matt. xix. 
17. This Jesus has been the only man to ac- 
complish, Eccles. vii. 20 ; 1 John iii. 5. His life, 
therefore, stands as the only example of the way 
to God, 1 Pet. ii. 21, 22. The Christian is called 
to follow in His steps, 1 John ii. 6 ; Eph. v. 1, 2. 
For this we have the Scripture narrative to make 
plain to us the way that Jesus trod, Rom. xv. 
4-6; 1 John v. 13; Rev. xix. 10. For this we 
have the Holy Spirit given to us to lead us in 
the steps of Jesus, John xvL 13, 14; Rom. viii. 
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9-14. In Jesus the way of Ood is plain. Matt 
xzii. 16. " Thou wilt show me the path of life/' 
Fs. zyL 11 ; see 2 Tim. L 10. 

May God thus teach us all to know and to 
love the Lord Jesus ob "the Way" and may 
David's be the prayer of each soul — " Search me, 
God, and know my heart : try me, and know 
my thoughts : and see if there be any uncked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting ^^ 
Pb. cxxxix. 23, 24. 



f totntg-lirst Smikg after f riiutj* 

« THE LIFE." 

Learn, 1 John i. 1-4. Passages to be referred to, — 
Ezek. xviii. ; John v. ; Phil. iii. 

I KNOW few more solemn questions in the Bible 
than this — "What is your life?" James iv. 14. 
Believe me, it is only satisfactorily answered when 
you can say, with the Apostle Paul, " To me to 
live is Christ" Phil. i. 21 ; for Jesus Christ is 
" the life," 1 John i. 2, v. 20. He said so when 
His friend had died, John xL 25. He said so 
when about to die Himself, John xiv. 6. In 
each case it was for consolation, John xiv. 1. 
It is this title of our blessed Lord that I desire 
to explain to you to-day, and I shall do so by 
showing three things from the Bible. 

I. The believer lives theough Christ, Jesus 
is his life. Col. iil 3, 4. In believing in the 
Saviour, he becomes one with Him, and derives 
life from Him, GaL ii. 20. Do you ask how 
this is? Look at the vine, John xv. 1-8. The 
sap goes from the stem, and so there are life, 
and leaves, and fruit in the branches — separa- 
tion is death, 1 John v. 12. Look at the bodi/, 
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1 Cor. xii. The head sends nervea to the heart, 
the heart sends hlood to the head : there is life 
in this union — separation is death, 1 Cor. xii. 
21 ; see Eph. v. 23-32. These are God's pic- 
tures to illustrate a great mystery. Spiritual 
life is only derived from being in union with 
Christ, Rom. viiL 10, 11 ; John iil 36, xiv. 19. 
Jesus is the Life, 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
. XL The hdiever lives FOB Ghrist. He makes 
Christ the great aim and end of his life, Gal. vi. 
14. Just as the flower lives not for itself, but 
to adorn and beautify the plant, so the Christian 
lives to glorify his Master's name, 2 Cor. v. 15 ; 
see Rom. xiv. 7, 8. Thus it was with the Apostle 
Paul : his one desire that Christ should be mag- 
nified in him and by him, PhiL L 20; his one 
longing that he might apprehend Christ, Phil, 
iu. 8, 9 ; his one resolution to live to Christ, Phil. 
L 21. As Christ had one object, to glorify God, 
John xvii. 4-6, so His people have one object, to 
glorify Christ, Phil. iii. 13, 14 ; Ps. xxvii. 4. 
They only desire to live to Him, Rom. xiL 1. 
Jesus is their life, Rom. xiv. 9. 

III. The believer lives after Clvrist. The life 
of Christ is to him the pattern of living, 1 Pet. 
iL 21. True, he has the example of many saints 
of God who have lived and died, James v. 10; 
1 Thess. ii. 14, but he only follows them as he 
sees Christ in them, 1 Cor. xi. 1 ; 1 Thess. i. 6. 
This is the image to which it is God's purpose 
that His people shall be conformed, Rom. viii. 
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29. This is the image to which the minister 
longs to bring his people, Gal. iv. 19 ; for in this, 
as in other respects, Jesus is the life, John zii. 
25, 28. 

Let us close as we began. " What is ymir 
life ? " Is it Christ ? John xvii. 2, 3. Christ 
first, Christ last? GaL il 20. Then only can 
you be happy, serving God with a quiet mind, 
when you have learnt to say, " To me to live is 
Christ," 



"THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH." 

Learn, CoL i. 18-20. Passages to be referred to, 
—1 Cor. xii. ; Eph. i. 22-33 ; Col. u. 

The title of our blessed Lord which seems most 
appropriate for our study to-day, is " the Head 
of the Church," Col. i. 18; for our prayer to Grod 
is, that He will keep His household the Church 
in continual godliness. But let us understand 
what is meant by the term Church. We use it 
of buildings — Trinity Church, Christ Church, &c. 
It also denotes those who worship the true God 
in a particular place, as the Church of Smyrna, 
Ephesus, &c. But "the Church" is the company 
of faithful people (see Art xix.) in heaven and 
earth, joined together by one Spirit, and forming 
one body, Eph. iv. 4. We have it described, 1 
Cor. xii. ; and as every living body must have a 
head, God has given Christ to be Head over all 
things to the Church, which is His Body, Eph. L 
22, 23; see Col. ii. 19; 1 Cor. xi. 3. And we 
shall see that what the head is to the rest of the 
body, Christ is to His Church. 

I. It communicates life and motion to the rest 
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of the body. Sever the head from the body, and 
it lies a lifeless trunk ; and so, separated from 
Christ, each member ''can do nothing," John 
XY. 5 (see margin). Because He lives they live, 
John xiv. 19 ; see Heb. vii. 25. He is the 
author of spiritual life in the beUeving soul, 
1 John iv. 9. He quickeneth whom He will, 
John V. 21 ; for the Father hath given Him 
power over all flesh for this very purpose, John 
xvii. 2. Thus does each member live and act 
through Him, Gal. ii. 20; 1 John v. 12. 

II. It ruleSy guides, and directs the rest of the 
body. We speak of those who are incapable .of 
acting properly, as having lost their head — the 
guiding, the directing power is gone. Christ is 
made of God, unto His people, wisdom, 1 Cor. i. 
30. His Spirit guides and directs them in every- 
thing, John xvi. 13 ; see Pro v. iii. 5, 6. He 
has all power given unto Him in heaven and 
earth, Matt, xxviii. 18. He has power also, as 
we have seen, over all flesh. And thus He rules 
His people, John x. 3, 4. 

III. It is fidl of sympathy for the rest of the 
body. Whatever of joy and suffering is experi- 
enced by any member, is felt by the head, 1 Cor. 
xii. 26 ; and what a blessing to be able to say, 
" So, also, is Christ," Heb. ii. 17, 18. In all the 
joys of His people He rejoices greatly, John xv. 
1 1 ; in all their afflictions He is afflicted, Isa. 
Ixiii. 9. We see this sympathy before Jesus 
came, Exod. iii We know what it was when 
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He trod this earth, Luke viL 13. It is the same 
now that He is in glory, Acts ix. 4. 

In Jesus thus revealing Himself as the Head, 
we are sure of the safe keeping of the Body. 
''He that'keepeth Israel shall neither slumber 
nor sleep," 1 Pet. iv. 19 ; see John x. 28, 29. 
And as nothing can separate the members of His 
Body, Rom. viii. 35-39 (for as with His natural, 
so with His spiritual Body, John xix. 36 ; see Ps. 
cxzxiz. 16), we can rest assured that all is well 
for t!ie keeping of that Body in time and in 
eternity, Eph. v. 23. 



" THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE." 

Learn, 1 Pet. ii. 6-8. Passages to be referred to, — 
Isa. xxviii. 14-22 ; Ps. xlviii. ; Zech. ir.; Matt, 
vii. 24-29 ; 1 Pet. ii. 1-10. 

" The Chief Corner-Stone" (which we propose 
to take as the Lord's title for to-day's study) is 
the crowning stone of a building, as well as the 
foundation ; and in this sense we shall use the 
term. It may have risen very high, but the 
edifice can never be complete till it has received 
the corner-stone, Zech. iv. 7-9. 

To understand this name, then, we must think 
about building. It is under this figure that the 
formation of the Church of Christ is described 
in Scripture, Eph. ii. 19-22 ; Jude 20. 

The Foundation has been laid strong and deep, 
1 Cor. iii. 11 ; see Isa. xxviii. 16, in the eternal 
counsels of God, 1 Pet. i. 20. The»"Rock of 
Ages*' forms the groundwork, Isa. xxvi. 1-4 (see 
margin). 

The Materials which form this edifice are stones 
of a piece with the foundation-stone, Isa. Ii. 1 ; 
they are only chosen in Christ Jesus, Eph. i. 4; 
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they have been gathered out by the Spirit, and 
brought together by Him, 1 Pet. i. 2 ; Eph. ii. 
22 ; having been broken by the Word, Jer. yyin\ 
29. 

The Style in which the building rises is of a 
piece also with the foundation. It is after the 
image of Christ, CoL iii. 10. When (Jod builds 
He brings the pattern from heaven, Heb. viiL 6 ; 
1 Chron. xzviii. 11, 12. He sent His Son to be 
the pattern of His spiritual temple, the Churchy 
Bom. viil 29; Heb. i. 3. Thus the building ad- 
vances, though in a measure hidden by the scaf- 
folding and rubbish that are about it now, Eom. 
viii. 18-23; it advances to completion, Eph. iv. 
1 1-13. And what shall make it complete ? We 
wait for the comer-stone to crown the edifice, 
GaL V. 5 ; 1 Thess. L 10 ; see Zech. iv. 7. Christ 
last as well as first. Christ all in all, 1 Cor. xv. 
23, 24. 

But this is equally true of each individual soul. 
We are all of us building for eternity. Each 
one's religion is the house that he is rearing in 
time to stand for eternity. Matt, vil 24-29. But 
what a difference ? Look at the believer. He 
starts from a good foundation — faith in the 
finished work of Christ Jesus, Jude 20. The 
materials are Christian graces. He adds to his 
faith virtue, &c., 2 Pet. i. 5. The style in which 
he builds is in keeping with the rest of the great 
fabric. He is made like unto Christ, Bom. viii. 
29; but here on earth the building is not com- 
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plete — it waits for the corner-stone, Phil. iii. 20, 
21 ; then all shall be accomplished, the believer 
shall be like Christ, 1 John iii. 2. 

Do you understand then, from all this, how 
Christ is "the Chief Corner-Stone ?" He is 
what the Church needs ; He is what we each 
need to complete the work in building for eter- 
nity, Heb. X. 13 ; Eom. viii. 23. How you and 
I should be working and waiting for Jesus ! 1 
Cor. i. 7 ; Heb. ix. 28. His coming shall decide 
everything; the building complete, 2 Pet. iii. 
14, or the ruin complete, 2 Thess. i 8. 



" THE DELIVERER." 

Learn, Rom. xi. 25-27. Passages to be referred 
to — Ps. xl. ; Dan, iii. ; Luke i. 68-79 ; Gal. i. 

Our prayer to-day is the sours cry for deliver- 
ance. ** Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, 
or the lawful captive delivered?" We know- 
how the Lord answered that question of old, Isa. 
xlix. 25, 26. We know the purpose for which 
He sent Jesus, Luke iv. 18. Though primarily 
the promise was to the Jew, Rom. xi. 26, xv. 8, 
and shall one day have a glorious fulfilment, 
Zech. xiv. : yet, thank God, for us also it is glo- 
riously true. t7€5?A5 M " the Deliverer^'* Ps. xci. 
14-16. 

You know there are three great deliverances 
that we need (see 2 Cor. i. 10), which have to do 
with the past, the present, and the future of the 
believer : we shall find that all axe accomplished 
by Jesus ; that the title justly belongs to Him, 
which we have chosen for our lesson to-day. 

I. He hath delivered. The guilt of sin stood 
in our way, separating between us and our God, 
Isa. lix. 2 ; Ps. cxxx. 3. To have peace we must 
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have deliverance, Isa. Ivii. 21. This our Saviour 
has effected on the cross for us, 2 Cor. v. 21; 
Heb. ix. 26. He is the Lamb of God that taheth 
away the sin of the world, John i. 29. This de- 
liverance is full and complete, 1 John ii. 2. God 
says that He will not remember our sins, Isa. 
xliii. 25 ; that He has blotted them out, Isa. zliv. 
22; that He has removed them as far as east 
from west, Ps. ciii. 12; that He casts them into 
the depths of the sea, Micah vii. 19. Can any 
words show more fully the completeness of de- 
liverance from the guilt of sin ? 

II. He doth deliver. The believer has still to 
contend with the power and dominion of sin, 
Rom. vii. 23, 24 — a warfare that is constantly 
going on throughout his sojourn pn earth, Eph. 
vL 11-13. But here again deliverance is secured 
to him through Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. xv. 57. In 
his own strength he would surely fail, 2 Cor. iiL 
5 ; but in Christ omnipotence is pledged to him, 
Phil. iv. 13. He has, through living union with 
the Lord, the indwelling of His Holy Spirit, 
1 Cor. vi. 19 ; and deliverance is effected through 
the power of the Holy Ghost, GraL v. 17, 18. 
This deliverance will never be perfect here, but 
we wait for that which is secured to us in the 
future, Rom. viii. 23. 

III. He shall deliver. The coming of the Lord 
Jesus brings about that great result for which 
the believer longs, Heb. ix. 28. Then the salva- 
tion which he has tasted here shall be full and 
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perfect, Isa. xxv. 9. The body, which, has been 
such a clog and hindrance here, 2 Cor. y. 2, freed 
completely from sin, and made like the glorious 
body of Christ, Phil. iii. 21, shall be a fit com- 
panion for the already emancipated soul, 
Rom. vi. 5-14. This shall be deliverance indeed, 
2 Thess. L 7-10. It is for this the people of 
God wait. Gal. v. 6 ; 1 John iii. 2. 

Is not Christ thus a complete deliverer ? He 
has done all for us ; He w doing all for us ; He 
shall yet accomplish all for us, Heb. ii. 15. The 
saints of old could trust Him, Dan. iiL 17 : so 
may we. Let us appropriate one of their prayers : 
" Thou art my help and my deliverer ; make no 
tarrying, my God : " Ps. xl. 17. 



f totntu-lift^ Sttttkg afttr f rinitg. 

" THE TEUE VINE." 

Learn, John xv. 1-4. Passages to be referred to 
— Isa. V. 1-7; Ps. i, Ixxx. ; John xv. 1-11. 

The subject with which our Church closes her 
collects for the Christian year is one of deepest 
importance — ^^ Fruitfulness,** It is the great 
test of vitality, Luke xiii. 9 — the sure proof 
of discipleship, John xv. 8. We shall find it 
intimately connected with the last title which 
our Lord took to Himself on earth, " the True 
Vine." You will enter into the title more fully, 
if we tell you that by true is meant genuine, " I 
am the genuine Vine/' in contrast with those that 
are by nature wild, Isa. v. 4. The wild vine 
brings forth fruit ; but it is fruit which never 
ripens — grapes which are always sour, Jer. xxxi. 
29, 30. If the wild vine is to bring forth good 
fruit, it must change its stock, it must become a 
partaker of a new nature, it must be grafted on 
to a true, a good vine. The illustration is plain. 
The wild vine represents man by nature, Deut. 
xxxii. 32, 33 ; Eph. iv. 18, 19. He can bring 
forth no fruit that is pleasing in God's sight, Gen. 
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vi. 6 ; Matt. xv. 1 9. He must be changed, John 
iiL 3, 6. He must be severed from the old stock, 
Eph. iv. 22 ; see 1 Cor. xv. 22. He must be 
grafted into Christ, the true vine, 2 Cor. v. 17; 
see Eom. xi. 17. He thus becomes a partaker 
of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4, and brings 
forth fruit to God's praise, Eph. ii. 10. 

Canying out this thought, let us dwell on 
three striking points taught us by Christ in con- 
nexion with this figure. 

I. Fruitfalness can only come from abiding 
in Christy John xv. 4, 5. It is in union with 
Him that we have the Holy Ghost, Rom. viii. 
9-11. And it is through the Holy Ghost we 
bring forth fruit, Gal. v. 22, 23, just as by the 
sap passing through the stem to the branches, 
leaves, flowers, and frujt are produced. 

II. Fruitfulness is what the Divine Husbandman 
requires, John xv. 2. " He looked that it should 
bring forth grapes," Ps. xcii. 12-16. It is by 
their fruits that His disciples glorify Him here, 
Isa. Ix. 21, Ixi. 3 ; Matt. v. 16 ; Titus iii. 8. He 
will, therefore, have them abound, Phil. i. 11 ; 
Col. i. 10 ; and to this end He prunes and purges, 
John XV. 2. 

III. Fruitfulness is that which decides the end 
of each branch, John xv. 6. If there is nothing 
to show in the Divine scrutiny, it is at once 
condemned, Luke xiii. 7. God's patience may 
grant a reprieve, 2 Pet. iii. 9, but at the last 
the issue will depend on the fruit borne — on 
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what we have done for the Master's glory, 2 Cor. 
V. 10. 

At this, the last Sunday, then, of the Chris- 
tian year, how well it is to ask ourselves. What 
am I doing for God^s glory ? Do we know Jesus 
as the genuine Vine ? Oh, let us pray for grace 
to abound in every good work, Phil. i. 9-1 1, that 
by the working of the Spirit we may bring forth 
much fruit to the praise of God, Ps. i. 3. 



"THE KING OF KINGS." 

Learn, 1 Tim. vi. 13-16. Passages to be referred 
to — 2 Sam. vii. 12-17 ; Ps. ii., Ixxii. ; Dan. vii. 
9-U ; John xviii. 33-37 ; Eev. xix. 6-21. 

" The King of kings " was a title well known 
in the East. It was assumed by the Persian and 
Assyrian monarchs, as one of supreme power, 
Ezra vii. 12. They had many kings subject to 
them, 1 Kings xx. 1. As given to Jesus, there- 
fore, it points to the time when the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the Kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ 

In order that we may see the certainty of this 
Kingdom, let us trace its history in Scripture : — 

A Saviour is promised, GeH. iii. 15. 

His Kingdom is intimated, Num. xxiv. 15 ; 1 
Sam. ii. 10. 

The distinct promise is given to David, 2 Sam. 
vii. 16; Ps. cxxxii. 11. 

The Prophets tell of it, Isa. ix. 6, 7 ; Jer. xxiiL 
5, 6 ; Micah v. 2 ; Zech. vi. 13. 

The Forerunner announces it. Matt iii. 2. 

The Jews expect it, John L 49. So do the 
Gentiles, Matt. iL 2. 
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The World is ignorant of its character, Luke 
xvii. 20 ; John xviii. 36. 

Satan offers it in temptation without the Cross, 
Matt. iv. 8, 9 ; Luke iv. 5, 6. 

The World unconsciously acknowledges Jesus 
as King, John xix. 19. 

He obtains the Kingship through suffering, 
Phil. ii. 9-11 ; Heb. xiL 2. 

But you may say, Is Jesus really " King of 
kings " now ? l)oes He reign in the midst of all 
the evil we see around us ? Yes, surely, Ps. ii. 
1-9. Jesus is even now the " King of kings," 
Matt. xxviiL 18. But we must distinguish 
between 

L The Kingdom of Grace, — ^What is that? 
Rom. xiv. 17. It is all a hidden work within 
the heart of men noWy Luke xvii 20, 21. We 
have the history of this Kingdom given by 
Christ, Matt. xiii. His Spirit convinces of sin 
and of Satan's rule, John xvL 8-11. He drives 
the devil out of the heart, Luke xi. 22. He 
establishes the reign of Jesus there, Isa. xxvi. 
12, 13. The world knows it not, 1 John iii. 1, 
but thus the kingdom is being secretly advanced, 
Mark iv. 26-29. 

IL The Kingdom of Glory, — ^What is that? 
Rev. V. 9, 10, xii. 10. It is the outward mani- 
festation of Christ's glory hereafter, Matt. xxv. 
21; Col. iii 4. When He shall come to gather 
His own people, 1 Thess. iv. 14-17, and to be 
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glorified in them, 2 Thess. i. 10. When He 
shall punish His enemies, Ps. ii. 9 ; Luke 2dx. 
27 ; 2 Thess. i. 7-9, and His kingdom shall be 
established on every hand, Ps. xxii. 11 ; Rev. xi. 
15. Then shall He be recognised as King of 
kings, Rev. xix. 16 ; Phil. ii. 11. 

So that (as we read in Luke xix. 12-15) 
Christ has gone to receive for Himself a kingdom. 
When that is formed He will return to reign 
gloriously — and so we pray, •" Thy kingdom 
come." 

Christian Reader, would you know Jesus as 
" the King of kings ? " — you must receive and 
know Him now, Luke xxiii. 42. The kingdom 
of grace precedes the kingdom of glory, John iii. 
3-5. If you would know Christ reigning, you 
must know Him suffering, Luke xxii. 28-36 j 
2 Tim. ii. 12 J 1 Pet. iv. 13. 



" THE WORD OF GOD." 

Learn, Rev. xix. 11-13. Passages to be referred 
to— John i. 1-18; 1 Pet. i. 20-25; 1 John i. 
1-4 ; Rev. xix. 9-13. 

" The Word of God " is a name that could only 
belong to Jesus. You and I may be the voice, 
the instrument for announcing the Word, John 
i. 23 ; Acts iv. 20 ; but He alone could be 
the Word. For what is a word ? It is that by 
which the mind of one person is revealed and 
communicated to another. And who could make 
known what is the mind of God but Jesus ? 
Luke X. 22; John i. 18; Heb. i. 2. He is the 
revelation of God, John v. 39 ; Luke xxiv. 27 ; 
Rev. xix. 10. And so it is, perhaps,- that John, 
who is employed by the Spirit to complete tlie re- 
vealed Word, Rev. xxiL 17, 18, is the one who 
thus designates Christ " the Word." 

No doubt you know this name best as applied 
to the Scriptures. They are the Word of God 
writtevi^ 1 Peter i. 23-25. Jesus is the Word 
of God incarnate (explain), John i. 14. These 
two, therefore, should perfectly agree with one 
another, Matt. xxvi. 54. 
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To prove, then, that Jesus is the Word of 
God, let us see from our Bibles how His life ex- 
actly corresponds with what God has said in 
Scripture, Matt. zzvi. 24, how He is thus t^e 
living Word, Heb. iv. 12. Look at St Matthew's 
Gospel, for instance, i. 22, ii. 15, iv. 14, viii. 17, 
xii. 17, xiii. 35, xxL 4, xxvii. 35. 

But take a few distinct utterances of God, and 
see how they were fulfilled by Him. 

I. Concerning Sin. "Without shedding of 
blood is no remission," Heb. ix. 22 ; Luke xvii. 11. 
This is the word of God — and see how it is fulfilled 
in Christ. He is the sin-bearer, 2 Cor. v. 21 ; 
1 Pet. ii 24; and only by His blood-shedding 
is the siiH remitted, 1 Pet. L 19 ; John i. 29. 

IL Concerning Pardon, " I will not re- 
member thy sins," Isa. xliiL 25. Such is the 
word by the prophet of old. And what does 
Jesus say and do ? Matt. ix. 2, 6. How loving 
is His word to the woman 1 Luke vii. 48. How 
gracious to the penitent thief ! Luke xxiii. 43. 

IIL Concerning Death. " grave, I will be 
thy destruction," Hosea ziii. 14. Thus does 
God speak ; and how does Jesus fulfil this word ? 
Look at the daughter of Jairus, Mark v. 41 ; the 
widow's son, Luke vii. 14 ; Lazarus, John xi. 43. 

IV. Concerning Salvation. *' Look unto Me, 
and be ye saved," Isa. xlv. 22^ is the blessed 
utterance of old ; and is it not the centre-point 
of all Christ's works of love ? The leper. Matt. 
viiL 2. The woman with the issue, Luke viii. 
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48. The nobleman, John iv. 49, 50. The dying 
thief, Luke xziii. 43. Thus do the life and 
minifltry of Jesus correspond with God's Word 
written, and show Him to be the Word incar- 
nate. 

Let us take a simple lesson from all this. If 
Jesus is the Word of God, how ready should we 
be to receive and to listen to Him ! John v. 24, 
xiv. 24. Then do we receive and listen to God, 
John laL 44, vii. 16. Have you received Him as 
the Word? Ps. cxix. 9-11, Ixjuv. 8. 



« THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE." 

Learn, 2 Tim. iv. 6-8. Passages to be referred 
to— Ps. L; Matt xxv. 31-46; 2 Cor. v. 10; 
Jude 14, 15 j Rev. xx. 12-15. 

One of the great events to take place with all 
mankind at the Lord's coming is the Judgment, 
2 Tim. iv. 1 ; Jude 14, 15 ; Heb. ix. 27. Our 
passages of reference are to be carefully noticed 
about this. Ps. 1. seems to point to the Jews. 
In Matt. xxv. no dead are spoken of. Rev. xx. 
tells of no living. The verse in 2 Cor. v. 
seems to refer to believers. Thus in the great 
day all shall be judged; and so we are led to 
consider Jesus as ''the Righteous Judge." 
We shall find this title most appropriate if we 
study — 

L The character of the Judge^ If you and I 
were being put on our trial, we should like to be 
sure of having a good judge — ^not vacillating, 
like Pilate, John xix. 6 — not corrupt, as Felix, 
Acts xxiv. 26. The judge appointed by God 
must be goodj Gen. xviii. 25. God has ap- 



THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 163 

pointed Jesus, Acts xvii. 31. And why has He 
appointed Him ? — see John v. 27. An angel 
would not do, just and holy as he might be. It 
is right that man should judge his fellow-man — 
one who knows his ways and doings, Heb. ii. 
14-18. Besides, He is the only righteous man, 
1 Pet. ii. 22, 23 ; ct Rom. iii. 6, 6, 10, 23. 

IL The character of the judgment. If we 
were going to be tried, we should like to know 
by what process of law. We read, " the books 
were opened," Dan. vii. 10; Rev. xic 12. But 
what books ? On earth we might expect to find 
three — the law of the land, the calendar of crime, 
and a book of reprieve or grace. And so 
there will only he three books before the Throne: — 

1. The Bible, This is God's law, which we 
have now to guide and direct us, not only into 
salvation, John v. 39 ; 2 Tim. iii. 15 — but also 
in our daily walk, Ps. cxix. 105. Neglect it 
as we may, we shall meet it in judgment I 

2. The Booh of Rememhraiice, This is God's 
calendar for good and bad — the King's chronicle, 
Esther ii. 23, vi. 1. Everything is therein re- 
corded, Isa. Ixv. 6 ; Ps. Ivi. 8 — foolish conduct, 
Matt. xii. 36, 37 — good behaviour, Mal. iii. 16. 
All is being written down ! 3. The Booh of 
Life. This is God's book of grace — the names 
of all His people are inscribed, Ps. cxxxix. 16 — 
all are holy there, Rev. xxi. 27 — and so they 
may be known now, 1 Thess. i. 4. I wonder 
whether you and I are in that book! 2 Cor. 
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xiL 5. It is awfiil to be omitted ! Rev. zx. 15. 
But thus we see that the judgment will be 
righteous, John xiL 47, 48. 

Oh, what a solemn thought! — IshaU hejvdgedl 
Eccles. xii 14; 2 Cor. v. 10. But, oh, what a 
happy thought ! — Jetus is to he my Jvdgel John 
V. 22. It is true my actions condemn me, Rom. 
iiL 20; Ps. cxzx. 3 — but He knows my heart, 
John xzi. 17. There is no condemnation to His 
people, Rom. viii. 1, 33, 44. He is the Right- 
eous Judge, John v. 30. 



"THE LORD FROM HEAVEN." 

Learn, Mai. iiL 1-3. Passages to be referred to— 
Josh. V. 13, vi. 2; 1 Cor. xv. 3-9; 1 Tim. iiL 
16; 2 Cor. xii. 1-10; 1 Thess. iv. 13-18. 

All our Advent thoughts may he summed up in 
this one Name, " The Lord from Heayen." It 
brings before us His coming in humiHation, Gal. 
iy. 4. • It reminds us of His various appearances 
to His people, 1 Cor. xv. 5-8. It teaches us to 
look for His coming again, Acts i. 11. Let us, 
then, think of Jesus as the Lord from heaven : — 

I. In Old TettamejU times. For when the Lord 
appeared to men of old, it was the Second Person 
of the Trinity. Compare Isa. vL and John xiL 
41 ; see also John L 18, iii. 13. He appeared to 
Abraham, Qen. xviiL 22; to Joshua, chap. v. 
14 ; to Manoah, Judges ziil 22 ; with His ser- 
vants in the furnace, Dan. iii. 25. These show 
us the Lord from heaven helping His people, 
Isa. xlL 10. 

II. In His incarnation. This was more than 
an appearance : this was a manifestation I 1 Tim. 
iii. 16. This was coming in the flesh as man, 
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John i. 14. Not as the Captain of the Lord's 
host, a heavenly being, whom we might fear; 
but man, as you and I are, Heb. ii. 14; associating 
Himself with us in joys, John ii. 2 ; Luke xix. 5 ; 
and sorrows, Matt. viii. 17; John xi. 35; in life, 
Luke ii. 51, 52; and in death, John xix. 30. 
And in this we see the Lord from heaven dwell- 
ing with His people. 

III. In resurrection life. During " the forty 
days,*' He was with His followers in every circum- 
stance of daily life, Acts i. 3 : — ^When in loneliness, 
John XX. 14 ; at their employment, John xxi. 4 ; 
on the road, Luke xxiv. 15-31 ; at their table, 
Mark xvi. 14 ; with them in communion, John 
XX. 19, 26; when following iheir Master's word. 
Matt xxviiL 16, 17. And is not this a picture 
of the Lord from heaven visititig His people f 

IV. In ascencUd glory. He has given blessed 
peeps of Himself to His servants. To Stephen 
in death. Acts vii. 56. To Peter on the house- 
top. Acts X. 13-16. To Paul in Corinth, Acta 
xviii. 9, 10. To Paul in bonds. Acts xxiii. 11 ; 
2 Tim. iv. 17. To Paul in infirmity, 2 Cor. 
xii. 9. To John in Patmos, Rev. i. 12, 13. And 
do not all these show the Lord from heaven 
sympathising unth His people f 

V. In His coming again. The return of 
the High Priest told that the work of inter- 
cession was accomplished, Luke i 21. Jesus is 
coming again. He Himself has said so, Matt. 
XXV. 31 ; John xiv. 3. Angels have said so, Acta 
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i. 10, 11. The inspired Apostles have said so, 
2 Tim. iv. 1; James v. 8; 1 Pet. v. 4. And 
what is He coming for ? One blessed thing is 
to gather His people to Himself, 1 Thess. iv. 16, 
17 ; and then we shall see the Lord from heaven 
coming for His people. 

Our lesson is, therefore, to all — Live as wait- 
ing for the Lord from heaven. This is the duty 
of a converted soul, 1 Thess. i. 9, 10 ; Titus ii. 13. 
Know that He is in heaven now to help and 
sympathise, Rev. v. 6 ; but He is coming for His 
own, John xiv. 3. This thought produces holi- 
ness, 1 John iiL 3. 



« EMMANUEL." 

Learn, Matt. L 20-23. PassageB to be referred 
to— Isa. Yii. 10-16; Luke L 26-38 j MattL 
23; 1 Tim. iiL 16; Heb. il 11^18. 

What very blessed thoughts spring from the 
name '' Emmanuel ! " There is ever3rthing in it 
to make us happy at this Chnstmas-tide. ** God 
with usf" — with you and with me. What a 
marvellous gift ! Ps. xlvi. 7, 11 ; Acts xviiL 10 ; 
Rom. viii. 31, 32 ; 2 Tim. iv. 17, 22. This is the 
peculiar good news of the Gospel. Nature showed 
God above us, Ps. viii. 3, 4; the Law showed 
God against us, Eom. iii. 19, 20; but the Gros- 
pel shows God with us, Luke ii. 10, 11. It 
makes known to us Emmanuel. 

And mark now the peculiar way in which 
God is with us. The lesson of last Sunday 
showed us that God was vdth His people in 
Old Testament times. He was with Abel, Gen. 
iv. 4. He was with Enoch and Noah, Gen. v. 
22, vL 9. He walked and talked with Abra- 
ham, Gen. zviii. 22, He promised to be with 
Israel, Exod. xxix. 43. His word to the saints 
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of old was, *^ Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; " 
and He proved it in the case of Daniel's com- 
panions, Dan. iii. 2b. 

But the connexion between God and man was 
only first gloriously revealed when the Son of 
God, in the little earthen framework of a babe, 
lay in the manger of Bethlehem. It is this event 
we commemorate to-day, Luke i. 35, iL 6-14; 
Kom. L 3. In order, therefore, that we may 
fully enter into the name Emmanuel, we shall 
consider our Lord — 

I. As very man. He was born of the Virgin 
Mary, Matt. i. 18, 25. He was a partaker of 
flesh and blood, Heb. iL 14. He had a soul. 
Acts ii. 31. He increased in wisdom and sta- 
ture, Luke ii. 52. He was a man of sorrows, 
Matt. viii. 16, 17. He was weary, John iv. 6. 
He wept, John xi. 35. He was hungry, Matt. 
XXL 18. He was thirsty, John iv. 7. He gave 
Himself to sleep, Mark iv. 38. He died, John 
xix. 30. He rose again, 2 Tim. ii. 8. He 
was, therefore, in all points Kke ourselves, 
but with one exception — He was vrithout sin, 
Acts iii. 22; Phil, ii 7, 8; Heb. ii. 17, iv. 15, 
vii. 26, 27. And the comfort of this is that He 
is High Priest after the power of an endless life 
— "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 
Man in heaven now. Man yet to come. Acts 
i. 11. 

II. As very God. If we follow Him in His 
life we shall see His Divinity, even at times 
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when He is showing the verity of His human 
nature. In the boat He rises from sleep to 
quiet nature, Mark iv. 38, 39. At Bethany^ 
when tears are in His eyes, He raises 
Lazarus from the dead, John xL 33-44. On 
the cross, when dying Himself, He forgives 
the sins of a dying sinner, Luke xxiii. 42-46. 
We might also mark how He exhibits the attri- 
butes of God in His ministry, but we see enough 
to understand the wonders of the name Em- 
manuel — God and man, one Christ. 

But what end is answered by the Incarnation 
of Christ ? — Do we not see and know Gk)d as 
we never could otherwise have done ? John xiv. 
9. Have we not life eternal? John iii. 16, xvii 
3. And are we not made partakers of the 
Divine nature? 2 Pet. i. 3, 4. Think of these 
things, and you will see what a glorious Christ- 
mas gift we have in Emmanuel, 2 Cor. ix. 15. 



" HEIR OP ALL THINGS." 

Learn, Heb. i. 1-4. Passagea to be referred to 
— Heb. L, ii. 1-8; Ps. viii. ; Matt. xxi. 37-44; 
Eph. i. 15-23; Col. i. 12-19. 

I WONDEB whether you realise all the blessings 
which attach to being a child of God. You can 
call Gbd Father, GaL iv. 6. You are admitted 
into the heavenly household, Eph. ii. 19. But 
more (what is not necessarily the case on being 
adopted into an earthly family) you are an heir, 
a Joint-heir vnth Christy Rom. viiL 17. What- 
ever Christ is heir to, you share .with Him, Rev, 
xxL 7. How can we describe such a position ? 
Let us consider our Lord as " Heir of all things." 
What is an heir ? It is one who is to suc- 
ceed to some possessions or property at the death 
of their owner. Christ, however, cannot be 
thus heir. It also denotes a possessor of any- 
thing received as a portion or property, Rom. 
iv. 13, 14. Thus Christ is heir. As the Son 
of God, He says, "All things that the 
Father hath are mine," John xvi. 15; Acts x. 
36. 
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BeariDg this in mind, then, we are led to 
see — 

I. How great are the riches of Christ. The 
apostle describes them as ^* unsearchable/' Eph. 
iii 8. Just like a mine of whose resources there 
are no end, like an ocean whose waters are un- 
fathomable — " Oh, the depth of the riches ! " 
Three words will bring before us much. Life. 
The Father hath given Him to have life in Him- 
self, John V. 26 ; 1 Cor. xv. 45. Dominion. The 
Father hath given Him all power in heaven and 
in earth, Matt, xxviii. 18; Dan. vii. 14. Glory. 
The Father hath given glory to the Son, John 
xvii. 24. How can we describe all that is in 
these words ? They are what men are ever seek- 
ing to obtain. Look at the ruler, Luke zviiL 18. 
Look at Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. iv. 30. Look at 
the builders of Babel, Gen. xi. 4. But Jesus is 
the " Heir of all things." 

II. How sure are the riches of Christ. God 
hath appointed Him the Heir of all things, Heb. 
L 2. It is part of the wondrous covenant be- 
tween the Father and the Son, Isa. liii. 10-12. 
The Resurrection was the sealing and assurance 
of the work, Ps. ii. 7, with which compare Acts 
xiii. 33. It was by that He was declared to be 
the Son of Qod, Rom. i. 3 ; and in His Ascension, 
by the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, He showed 
that He had received the promise of the Father 
— that He was both Lord and Christ, Acts ii. 
32-36. Thus are the riches of Christ sure, and 
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80 compared to treasure laid up for His people, 
Ps. xxxi. 19; Col. i. 5. 

This being the case, let me remind you of what 
we said at the outset. God^s children are joivir 
heirs with Christ, Eom. viii 17. Has He life? 
so have they, 1 John v. 12 ; GaL ii. 20. Has 
He a throne and dominion ? so have they, Eev. 
iiL 21 ; 2 Tim. ii. 12. Has He glory? He shares 
it with them, John xviL 22. Oh, let us live as 
realising this great truth — having our conversa- 
tion in heaven ! Eph. ii. 5-7 ; Phil. L 27. 
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